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no less solicitous to let the ‘Turks perceive that there was 
no intention of abandoning the siege. With this view 
he had all the corn lands about the town ploughed up 
and sown, to show that the present distress had not 
made the warriors of Christendom negligent of the future. 


PROGRESS OF THE SIEGE. 
The Duke of Lorraine was now fully recovered, and 
his appearance greatly contributed to raise the spirits ot 


The 


that side. 
and this « 


the Orontes, 





the army ; the weather, too, began to grow mild, supplie S| 
came in more abundantly, Baldwin and the Armenians} ‘ 
sent money and provisions. ‘Phe camp presented a more 
cheerful aspect than it had done of late. Of all that 
took place, regular information was meantime conveyed 
to the garrison; for as great numbers of Syrians anc 
Armenians now resorted to the camp, the Mahomedans 
who spoke the same language also came in disguise, and, 
passing for oriental Christians, got access to all parts of 
the camp. The princes, though aware of this device of 
the enemy, did not know how to prevent it, as they had 
no means of distinguishing between friend and foe. At 
length Boemond hit upon the following strange expedi- 
ent: one evening when there was a great number of 
these disguised Musselmans in the camp, he had two 
Turkish prisoners put to death; he then ordered a large 
fire to be prepared, and their bodies to be put on spits 
and set before it to roast, and gave directions to those 
who were to perform the parts of cooks, to tell any who 
should enquire the meaning of all this, that it was the 
intention of the princes thus to convert into food for 
themselves and their men, the Turks or] 
spies whom they should find in the camp. 
what was going on in the quarters of the Prince of 
Tarentum rapidly spread through the camp ; those whose 
absence was desired quickly disappeared, and fame di- 
vulged all over the East, that the Christians not merely 
conquered, robbed, and slaughtered their foes, but ac tually 
converted their dead bodies into food ! 

About this time an embassy from the Khalif of Ezvpt, 
sent to congratulate the Franks on their successes against 
the common enemy, entered the Christian camp. The 
envoys were also charged to inform the Frank princes 
that victory had smiled on the banners of the Saracens 
likewise, and to propose an alliance between them — 


the Fatimite khalif. The Egyptian ambassadors were | 


bodtes of all 
The news of 





received with the highest honours, and every effort was) then with a } 
made to prove to them that the Crusaders hi id lost neither | bly in the middie o 


their zeal nor their courage. 
the soldiers appeared in their gayest array, the knights 


ran at the quintain, there were horse-races, and combats} resounded 
with spears, games of dice and chess, to entertain Che} men, the 


After a stay of some days, the Egyptian 


accompanied by some knights who 


strangers, 
deputies departed, 
were to proceed to Cairo and ratify the treaty with a 





khalif. 


pugrims. 


camp, the princes deemed it advisable to send a body otf 


troops, 


camp. 
guard, 
rushed from 


resistance olfered by the princes and the knights stood 
them in little stead, 
other accounts, one thousand of them, were slain as they 
fled away in search of 
provisions fell into the hands of the enemy. 

The fugitives brought tidings of this ca 
camp, and Duke Godfrey instantly gave orders for the 


army 
pec ted attack 


turned al 


{while Godfrey moved 
cupy a hill close by the 
all the region round. 


beheld the ca 


ments with all speed, but before 





Intelligence was now brought into the camp that the} ring their dead. 


Turkish chiefs were assembling an army at the castle of| this purpose was near the Bridge-gate, 
g b | 


Harem, for the relief of Antioch. A large body of the | 


pilgrims immediately set forth to oppose them, aa] took| sake of the gold, 
between the Orontes and the} buried with them. 
Four horses laden with heads were sent down to | 
proots of the } pt 


their position in the plain 
Jake, at a place where the interval is not more than aj « 
mile. At break of day, (February 10th,) they heard the 
approach of the Turkish horse, twenty-five thousand in 
number: soon the usual shower of arrows fell, and did 
much injury to the Franks, but as the narrowness of th¢ 
ground prevented the ‘Turks from deriving advantage} I 
from their superior numbers, and they were obliged t 
engage hand to hand with the sword, they turned their 
backs before long and fled, leaving two thousand of their 
number slain; one thousand horses also became the prey |t 


of the Christians, who had previously counted but seven] c 
the warriors returned with the] gate, to prevent any sallies of the enemy on that part. |fi 
But all the princes, under one pretence or another, de-|I 
building and maintaining of this | s« 


hundred in their camp: 


heads of the slain Turks hanging from their saddles. 


The Antiochenes, who bad meantime made several un-} clined undertaking the 
fort. Count 
not merely to protect the workmen, but to defray all the }a 


against the Christian camp, when they 
fondly 


availing sallies 
beheld the pilgrims returning after their victory, 
deemed that their friends were coming to their relief, but 
two hundred heads which were shot into the town, showed 
them the futility of their hopes. 
No. 12,—rarT 1.—1036, 





lead. 


It was now 
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The princes, hopeless of taking | fil 


he town while 
ountry, 


* Thus in 


Christians now 
eastwards of the camp of Boemond, to 


A Genoese fleet appeared soon after at the mout 
bringing 
As the 


itely from the camp to the port, and from the port to the 


under the 
conduct the new-comers and the provisions sate 
Raymond 
Suddenly a body of four thousand 
an ambush, and fell on them. 
of the unarmed pilgrims was so great, that the 


to set forth, and 
, this vict 
fugitives on the bridze of boats. 
vout, and advanced afresh 


ner ol 


The tents were all adorned, = to the earth; the 


the sea-coast to the Eg 
victory that had 
the month of 


returned to the camp. 
resolved to erect some works near the Dridge-ju 
Raymond 


Tasso 
walls of Jerusalen:. 


built 


} h of 
provisions and a large body of | 
- | 


pilgrims were proceeding inconsider- 


Boemond, to 
to the 
rear- 


Count of ‘Toulouse and 
Boemond the 
Antiochenes 
The terror 
he 


led the advance, 


g allan 


and three hundred, or, according to 


safetv. All the baggage and 
! 
lamity to the 
} 
wrest, 
ory from the foes. 


if poasible, by an unex- 
They met the 
Boemond and Raymond 
against the ‘lurks, 
to the left with his forces, 
Bridge-gate, 
Bagchi Seyan, who from the 
his people,* sent forth 
they could 





to oc- 
which commanded 
walls 
f reintoree- 


arrive, the 








protect them on _ re wont 


They were secured by the morass, the river, pean 


' : , ‘ 
a castle on an eminence ‘anon out of his own funds. All the complaints which 


to be heard of int of liberality 


now silent. ‘he stones of the 


Raymond's w ‘ 


‘Turkish tombs were 


castle, against the attacks of the enemy, who i‘ “Me oyed in the construction of this fort, in which the 

was equally secure against them; and there scem a no}Count of Toulouse placed five hundred of his men, and 

period set to the duration of the siege. the gate of St. George alone remained open to the be- 
pe I 

sieged. It was now determined to close up this last gate 





ilso, and the task of raising the necessary works was im- 
posed upon ‘Tanered. Count Raymond gave onc hun- 
dred marks of silver, and four hundred were allotted 
trom the common chest for this purp se, With the ruins 
of an old castle and of a fallen monastery, Tancred raised 
his fortification on an eminence before the gate, and tie 
town Was now aang shut in. 


General engagements hot now to be appre- 
hended, 


dividual pilgrims to « 


were 
but their own Imprudence 


flanger. ‘Thus 


at times exposed ine 


, one day as a German 
at dice with a nob! 


little wood 


count, named Adalbert, was playing e 
and beautiful lady, 


Turks stole out, cut off the ¢ 


close to a hich ran up 


to the town, unt’s 


some 


head, and carried away the lady into the town, where 
they put her to death, and shot her head and that of her 


lover into the Christian camp. 


Valo, 


was seized and cut to pieces in 


The next day, a pilgrim named having ven- 


tured too near the walls, 


a most inhuman manner. When his wife, Umberga, 


learned what had befallen him, she stiflened like a mar- 


ble statue, and for a long time exhibited no signs of Iit 


At length she burst out into the most violent lamenta- 


tions, rolled herself on the ground in agony, and terrified 
the bystanders now by her contortions, as she had previ- 
ously done by her immobility. 

\ pilgrim, named Rait Pore] s, fell into the 
hands ot the Turks. They placed him on the | tle- 
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garments which were |¢ 
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mountiina, | 


it had a free 
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Pp 


Aladine views the combat from the 





They counted fifteen hundred of the |} was obstinate in 


communication with the|treated him with great seve rity, and 


Turks had reached the Bridge-gate in flight, and beiig|ments, and ordered him to entreat his friends to ransom 
here assailed by Duke Godfrey, they perished, partly by |bim, but he cried with a loud voice to the Christians 
the sword, partly by the river, into which they plunged. Be steady and persevere, for all th chiefs of the ene- 
Had not n come on, the Christians would, in all}my are fallen, and no one remains to lead thera with 
likelihood, have taken the town that day. vigour and understanding.” These words having been 
In this action, all the Christian chiefs behaved worthy }translated by interpreters for the Turks, Inenaced 
of their fame, but the valour of the Duke of Lorraine |! im with the severest punishments if he did 
shone pre-eminent. Several of the foes had already sunk [his faith within an hour; but he despised the 
beneath the vigour of his arm, when a Turk of gigantic }knelt down, prayed to Heave ppert 
size, thirsting for vengeance, impelled his horse against }received the fatal stroke 
him. The duke received his stroke on his shield, and Want now began to be felt in the town, while i 
huge blow of his sword, struck him so forci-|dance prevailed in the camp ot the besiegers. ‘Tho 
f his body, that the upper part ef it}spring was now advanced, and communication wi th the 
horse galloped away to the town | sca Was open, Which vessels could sately navigate at this 
with the lower part still sitting in the saddle! The air}season, the earth sent up many edible plants, and the 
with the cries and lamentations of the old} Armenian Christians brought im abundant pplies of 
women, and the children, who stood on the } isions. Baldwin also sent large presents to both 
walls. Amongst the siain were twelve emirs and tl jthe princes ar d the interior sert of pilgrims. Duke God- 
son of the prince; and a large booty of horses, garments, |frey received filty thousand g 1 . the revenue of 
and arms, rewarded the valour of the pilgrims. ‘Tellbasher and the country this side of the Euphrates, 
The following days were spent by the Turks in inter- | A large and splendid tent was also destined as a gift for 
The place which they empl ved rit but Paneratius intercepted it, and bestowed it on 
and the pilgrims | | Boe mond. When the dt learned what had been done, 
made their way to it, and disinterred the bodies for the Ihe insisted, with more warmth than was usual with him, 


ron being made. on the other hand, 
his determination to ke 


ho restitu 
1 } 


ep the tent, but 


he was forced to vicld to tl unanimous voice of the 
1c 
CAPTURE OF ANTIOCH 
Ih was in Antidch a mans ed Pyrrhus, an Ar- 
yentian by birth, who had embraced Mahomedan 
\ : 
th il iad the cl ec ¢ i {the mosti ny} ortant 
»wers on the west sile of the town, and he was now 


led with enmity against Baghi an, who had lately 


obliged him to give 








p the stores of provision he id laid up for his own 
‘amily, to be distributed among those who were in want. 
Ie began to reflect that if he put the Christians in pos- 
‘ssion of that tower, and consequently of the town, he 
hould both g tify his vengeance and himsell to 

large reward. On the other hand, st 1 he lin his 
roject, the certain ruin of hinselt was 
nevil ble. He, therefore, ! I fer cou to 
treat with but one of the C tlan ch the dang 
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THE CRUSADERS. 











| ae te eee ed ee asnis cs ‘ ‘ 
of discovery would thus be less, while the prospect of}come both in the field and in the camp. Our ruin is, !from their view. They rushed in and made themselves 
reward would be greater, Accordingly he communi-|then, inevitable in any case, unless we win the town) masters of ten towers, cutting all the guards to pieces; 


exclusive possession, 
Boemond, who had probably 

condition, hasted to ] 1V the proposal before the princes, | 

previously asking theneif they were willing to pledge | 

town should belong to him who 


Boemond, oll ring to put the town into his 


themselves that the 


should, by his valour and dexterity, make himself master | 
of it. But all maintained their right to a share in the 
plare; and the Count of ‘Toulouse, who had Little love | 

1 recollected his zeal in the matter of 


for the Norman, and recolice 

the homage at Const intinople, drity said, that by this 
establishment of exclusive property, they would be false | 
to their engagements to the emperor, to whom they were 


bound, in return for his aid of men and moncy, to restore | 
all their conquests, Which had previously formed a part 
of the empire. . Boemond, sceing them in this temper, | 
went no farther at the time, but still kept up his corres- 
pondence with Pyrrhus. 

But soon tidings of the approach of a large Turkish | 
army for the relief of Antioch, reached the camp of the | 
Christians. The Turkish princes were now aware that} 
these were their common foes, and that it behoved all to| 
unite and destroy them. Laying aside their petty dis-| 
putes and enmities, Kerboga, prince of Mosul and Nisi- | 
bis, Dekak of Damascus, Janah-ed-dowlah, (.Isylum of | 
the State,) of Emesa, and other princes and emirs, col- | 

and the chief command being | 
conferred on Ke After | 
three weeks of fruitless efiorts, they became aware that | 
it was the grand army before Antioch which they should | 
have attacked, as, if that was destroyed, the fall of Edessa | 
must inevitably follow. ‘They resolved at once to march | 
against it; but their advance was incredibly slow, for | 


which those who re | 


lected a formidable army, 


rboga, they laid siege to Edessa. 


dissensions had again arisen among them, owing to the 
pride and arrogance of Kerboga, 
rarded themselves as his equals were little inclined to | 
ubmit to. 

The vague intelligence of the approach of this mighty | 
host caused terror and apprehension in the Christian 


camp. Stephen, Count of Blois, was, however, the only 





one of the princes w gave a public proof of his fears ;! 
under the pretext of the state of his health requiring it, | 
he left the camp, to which he never returned, and with} 
retired to Alexandretta, where | 
he had ships got ready to carry him off in case of any | 
The princes, indignant at | 
this conduct, now made a deeree, th 
low, who lett the camp without permission, should be | 
put to death; and to confirm themselves in their resolu- | 


tion to persevere, they bound themselves by oath to per- 


four thousand of his men, 


calamity befalling the army. 


at any one, high or) 


sist for fourteen years in the siege of Antioch. 


Meantime envoys arrived from Kerboga, demanding | 





depressed, every thing that had occurred. 


be done, as 
dable 


Some were ior 


matter of 


why they, In a manner so unbecoming to pilgrims, | 

formed their pil rrimage In a peaceful manner to Jerusa- 

‘ 

Christians, who had gone thither peaceably, had been} 
they had an hereditary right. 

They now 

seg rey plains oF 

w speedy arrival of Kerboga’s formi-| 

host was 
leading the to inect him ;| 


wasted the country and slaughtered the inhabitants, | 
offering to supply them with all necessaries if they per- | 
lem, and menacing them with destruction if they per: | 
sisted in their present course. The reply was, that the | 
insulted and ill-treated, and with the aid of God they | 
would conquer Jerusalem, and all the countries to which | 
The Moslems departed, and the princes prudently 
kept secret from the peo} le, lest their courage should be 
engaged in anxious consultation respecting what was to} 
t} e 1 

no loneser a uncertainty. | 

others for leaving a suflicient force in the camp, and | 
with the remainder advancing to give him battle; but 


entire army 





| 
Boemond, taking aside the Duke of Lorraine, the Earl of | 
‘Toulouse, Robert of Flanders, and Robert of Normandy, 
said to them, « Dear brethren, I see the anxiety you are 
in respecting the approach of the army of the enemy, and 
how you are sometimes for this and sometimes for that 
course, and still miss the best and surest. For if we all 
march against the enemy, the Antiochenes will storm our 
camp, destroy our works, and have time to relieve all 
their wants; but if we leave a guard behind in the camp, 
and imareh with only a part against Kerboga, both will 
then be weak; and as with our undivided forees we are 
barely agmatch for the Antiochenes, we shall be over- 
» 





besectns : 
inities, and that the town shall be the exclusive property 
| > - 

of me and my descendants. If, however, any one knows 


| but his opposition was now unheeded. 


jand who were galled and oppressed with tasks and ex- 


| Oh, my dearest brother, how I pity those poor pilgrims 


before the arrival of Kerboga. But it is in my power to | 
have the town the moment I please, by the understand- 


charge of one of the strongest towers ; but only on these 
conditions, that he shall have a large reward and immu- 


a better plan than this, I am willing to give up all 
claims.” 

The thoughts of the impending danger led the other 
chiefs to yield an immediate assent to the demands of 
Boemond ; Count Raymond alone persisted in his refusal, 


Meantime vague rumours and suspicions that treason 
was a-hatching somewhere, prevailed in the city. The 
wealthy Christians, who had been retained as hostages, 


actions, were naturally supposed to be anxious to hasten 
the moment of its capture. Pyrrhus, too, fell under sus- 
picion, and was summoned to justify himself before 
Baghi Seyan, and his divan. He conducted himself 
with the utmost coolness and composure, readily an- 
swered all the questions that were put to him, and had 
even the hardihood to say that the treachery, if there was 
any, must be among those who had the charge of the 
gates and towers, who should therefore be changed and 
assigned other posts. The Turkish councillors were 
satisfied and dismissed him, and, as it was now near 
evening, they deferred the execution of what he recom- 
mended till the following morning. That very night he 
had agreed to put the tower into the hands of Boemond. 

To throw the Turks off their guard, the far greater 
part of the Christian army had, at the ninth hour of the 
day, marched away into the country; but secret direc- 
tions were given to their leaders, to bring them back 
into the camp with nightfall. As they were moving off, 
Pyrrhus stood gazing at them from the battlements, and 
turning to his younger brother who was at his side, but | 
who knew nothing of his secret plans, he said to him, 


of our own faith, who are there marching off so joyous- 
ly; little do they know what danger is before them!” 
But the brother replied, “ Silly is thy sorrow, and useless 
thy pity! May they all soon be destroyed by the Turks ; 
for it is only since they came that our lot is become 
dreadful, and they never can compensate us for all the 
sufferings we have endured.” Pyrrhus, finding such to 
be the sentiments of his own brother, deemed it prudent 
to say no more, 

The night was half gone when Boemond sent a trusty 
person to the foot of the tower. The signals agreed 
upon between him and Pyrrhus were, the fall of one 
stone if there was danger, the fall of several if all was 
sufe. The envoy stood in expectation, but nothing fell. 
He saw a light in the tower, and perceived a movement, 
and men passing to and fro. He became uneasy and 
uncertain. Soon he heard a low whispering voice say, 
“ Be still and say nothing till the inspector of the guards, 
with his company and his torches, has gone by.” They 
now drew near, the envoy heard Pyrrhus applauded for 
his diligence, the lights vanished, and the words “ Now 
is the time,” reached his ears. He sped away to the 
camp, and the princes and their followers were soon at 
the toot of the tower; a cord was let down in silence, to 
which they attached a rope-ladder, it was drawn up and 
made fast: still they heard not a word. They were filled 
with uneasiness, dreading some treachery, and hesitated 
At length a gallant knight, named Fulcher 
of Chartres, boldly mounted the ladder. “ Like an eagle,” 
says the old historian, “ that encourages his young to fly, 
and hovers over them;” the Count of Flanders, Boe- 
mond, and others, quickly followed his example. In one 
of the first chambers they entered, they found the brother 
of Pyrrhus asleep, he was their first victim—a return for 
his services probably not anticipated by Pyrrhus, who 
himself narrowly escaped death at their hands, for ihe 
ladder chancing to break, and another not being to be 
had, they again suspected treachery. The number who 
had mounted being too small to offer effectual resistance 
to the Turks, should they be alarmed, the uneasiness of 
Pyrrhus and the Crusaders was extreme. At length 
those who were below burst open a small door to the left 
of the tower, which the darkness had hitherto concealed 





to ascend, 





then hasted to the Bridge-gate, and opened it to the rest of 
the army. At break of day the Antiochenes learned the 


bly himself suggested this|/ing which I have with one of the inhabitants, who has |cause of the noise they had heard during the night, and 


beheld the blood-red Christian banners waving on their 
walls. All resistance was in vain, fruitless every effort 
at escape or concealment, for the Syrian and Armenian 
Christians had now armed themselves, and joined the 
Crusaders, to whom they pointed out every seeret nook 
and recess, and led to the houses of the persons of 
greatest rank and wealth. Old and young, women and 
children, were mingled in one promiscuous slaughter, no 
eye spared, no arm held back; ten thousand victims fell 
in that single day. 

Shems-ed-dowlah* (Sun of the State), the son of 
Baghi Seyan, took refuge in the citadel, with a body of 
the bravest of the garrison; his mother and his two ne- 
phews fell into the hands of the Christians.; The aged 
prince himself had fled away when he learned that the 
Franks were in the town; he took the road to Aleppo, 
but with the approach of day he gave himself up to the 
bitterest repentance for having abandoned his family and 
his fellow Moslems. He turned round, and as beneath the 
beams of the rising sun he beheld the city, which was 
once his own, now in the hands of the enemy, he fell 
from his horse in a swoon. His companions, having 
vainly essayed to recover him, left him to his fate, and 
departed. When he came to his senses, he rambled 
about the mountains in despair, till some Syrian wood- 
cutters met him. They recognised him, and suspected 
what had happened. He sought in vain to move them 
to pity ; they slew him, and cutting off his head with his 
venerable beard, which reached to his waist, brought it, 
and his valuable sword and belt, with shouts of triumph, 
to the camp of the Franks. 

Thus was Antioch captured, on the night of the 3d 
of June 1098, after a gallant resistance of more than 
seven months, against a force far superior to that of the 
garrison. But for the treachery of Pyrrhus, it is proba- 
ble it would never have fallen into the possession of the 
Crusaders: and had their host perished before its walls, 
and all the projects for the conquest of the Holy Land 
been there shattered, what a different direction might not 
the history of the world have taken! The Eastern em- 
pire might have been conquered by the Seljukian instead 
of the Ottoman Turks, and the sway of barbarism have 
extended deep into the heart of Europe. But it is idle 
to speculate on what was not to be! 


ARRIVAL OF KERBOGA. 


A very small supply of provisions, and about five 
hundred half-starved horses, were found in the town. 
The Crusaders at first, as was natural in their case, gave 
themselves up to indulgence; and the warriors of the 
Cross are charged by their pious historians with seeking 
the embraces of the strange women. But a sense of 
their danger soon roused them from their dreams of 
luxury and pleasure. The citadel, they knew, was still 
occupied by the Turks; the host of Kerboga must appear 
before long, and their stock of provisions must very soon 
be exhausted. The princes resolved to lose no time in 
attacking the citadel; they led the army against it, But 
after a brisk assault, in which Boemond received a 
wound, they found that mere valour would not suffice 
to take it, and were obliged to place their hopes in the 
aid of famine. Some hasty works were thrown up to 
prevent the sallies of the garrison. Light troops were 
now sent in all directions to endeavour to collect pro- 
visions, but the country was completely exhausted by 
the continued supply of so large an army, and the quan- 
tities which could be brought by sea were comparatively 
inconsiderable, so that there was little prospect of their 
being able to fill their magazines. Duke Godfrey had 
the gate of St. Paul, which was on the east side of the 
city, secured against any sudden attack of the Turks, 
and he placed a strong garrison in the castle which Boe- 
mond had erected before the Dog-gate. 

The second day after the capture of the town was now 





* The Sensadolus of the Latins. ' 

} There is no mention of a daughter of Baghi Seyan. 
Erminia, the daughter of the king of Antioch, is there- 
fore a fiction of the poet. J. D. c. vi. st. 56 et seq. 
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nearly past, when the watchmen on the towers descried 
the approach of thirty Turkish horsemen, who seemed 
to be engaged in surveying the strength and situation of 
the town and camp. Roger de Barneville, incensed at 
their audacity, hastily issued forth at the head of fifteen 
knights, to punish them. The Turks turned their horses’ 
heads and fled, the Christians heedlessly pursued, till 
they came to an ambush of three hundred horsemen ; 
the former fugitives now faced about, and discharged 
their arrows, one of which bore death to the Christian 
leader, whose head they cut off, and carried away with 
them in triumph. The body of Roger was conveyed by 
the mourning pilgrims to the city, and buried in the 
church of St. Peter. His death was regarded as a com- 
mon misfortune ; for his open, affable manners, and his 
dexterity in business, made him equally acceptable to 
Christians and Turks, and he was frequently engaged 
with advantage in negotiations between them.* 

Kerboga had meantime stormed the bridge over the 
Orontes, and cut to pieces those who guarded it. At 
dawn on the following morning, the watchmen on the 
towers of Antioch heard the indistinct sound of the ap- 
proach of an army; soon the glitter of arms flashed in 
the beams of the ascending sun, and they beheld the 
numerous divisions of a mighty host advancing towards 
the town.t Many at first vainly thought that it was the 
emperor Alexius, who was at length performing his pro- 
mise, and leading his troops to their aid; but when they 
saw no signs of amity, and the Turkish hcst covered the 
plain, far as the eye could reach, with their tents, hope 
gave place to terror, and they deemed their destruction 
at hand. 

Kerboga instantly required Shems-ed-dowlah to deliver 
up to him the citadel, as a proof of his good faith and 
upright intentions. This demand was of course com- 
plied with at once. The prince of Mosul then encamped 
his forces round Antioch from east to west, on the south 
side, in order to keep up his communication with the 
citadel ; and he commenced his operations by a vigorous 
attack on the works erected by Boemond, eastwards of 
the city. Duke Godfrey, at the head of a strong body 
of troops, sallied forth to the relief of the garrison, but 
was driven back with the loss of two hundred men, and 
being joined by the guard, who had set fire to the works 
and abandoned them, he with some difficulty made his 
way back to the town. The Turks in the citadel, mean- 
time, made frequent sallies into the town, and the Cru- 
saders found it necessary to dig a deep trench round the 
citadel, and erect stronger works than before, against 
them. Notwithstanding these precautions, they were 
still harassed by sallies, in one of which Boemond and 
several knights, who were keeping guard, would have 
been overcome and made prisoners, but for the timely 
aid of Duke Godfrey and Robert of Normandy. 

In a council held in the Turkish camp, it was decided 
that it was not sufficient to shut in the town on one 
side; for as long as the Christians had a communication 
with the open country, they could obtain supplies; and 
that moreover the south side of the city was an inconve- 
nient position for cavalry, and there was a want of fodder 
for the horses. Kerboga, therefore, placing a suflicient 
garrison in the citadel, drew his camp round the town 
on the north side, and shut it totally in. His first at- 
tempt now was on the works at the Bridge-gate, which 
Robert of Flanders, and five hundred pilgrims, had the 
charge to defend. From morn till night, of a summer’s 
day, this prince gallantly maintained his position and 
drove back the Turks. But as they seemed resolved to 
assail it in the morning with a larger force, Robert, 
knowing that it was not tenable, destroyed it during the 
night, and retired with his men into the town. 


DISTRESS IN ANTIOCH. 


Hunger now began once more to spread its ravages 
through the Christian army. The sea coast was closely 
watched by the Turks, and only some very small sup- 
plies could be stolen in through their camp. The sick 
horses, asses, and cameis, were first slaughtered for food, 
and the flesh of such of them as died a natural death 





* Tasso (J. D. c. i. st. 54,) enumerates Roger de 
Barneville among the leaders who marched against Je- 
rusalem the following year. 
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was not only not disdained, but fetclted a high price. All | completely gone, that they hid themselves in the houses 
kinds of vermin, skins of beasts, leather, and the bark j|and in retired places, wailing and bewailing their un- 
lof trees, became articles of food. Many valiant and happy fate, which had led them to perish so far from 
| heretofore wealthy knights, such as the Counts of Ascha,|home. At length Boemond, to drive them out and make 


| were glad to accept Godfrey’s offer of food at his table ;|them come to their posts, adopted the desperate plan of 


brave warriors might be seen, for very weakness, sup- |setting fire to the town in different parts. Unfortunately 
| porting their tottering steps with staves. All attention |a wind sprang up and spread the flames, and two thou- 
to morals and discipline was at an end; the guard too|sand houses, several churches, and ancient buildings and 
was kept less strictly, and one night thirty Turks got}monuments, with much valuable property, were con- 
into a tower near that which Pyrrhus had betrayed :' sumed in the conflagration. 
luckily a patrol happened to pass, and discovering them, | 
gave the alarm, and Count Henry of Ascha hastened to | wy EArmTAnr TMI , 0 
ithe spot; the Turks, hopeless of escape, fought with | INVENTION*® OF THE HOLY LANCE. 
desperation, and slew several of the Franks; others,| While the pilgrims were in this state of hopeless de- 
however, came up, and the Turks were cut to pieces, or jection, they were aroused to new energy by one of 
tumbled down from the walls. |those devices which have often performed the work of 
Pilgrims of all ranks now began to despond, and to | miracles. 
meditate an escape from the town. William of Grande-| A priest of Provence, named Peter Bartholomeus, 
mainil, Boemond’s brother-in-law, and his brother Albe- came to Count Raymond and the Bishop of Puy, and 
ric, William the Carpenter, weak in heart as he was | spoke to them to the following effect. At the time of 
strong of arm, and several other knights, let themselves | the earthquake, which had taken place during the siege, 
down by ropes from’the walls in the night, (whence they jhe was sitting in his tent, filled with terror, and only 
were afterwards called rope-runners,) and made their|able to say, “ God help! God help!” when suddenly 
way through all kinds of dangers to Alexandretta, where there appeared unto him two men in shining raiment. 
Stephen of Blois was still remaining inactive. Others, |The elder had a long brown beard, and piercing black 
still worse, fearing to face the perils of escape, went over leyes ; the younger was of a more slender form and of 
to the Turks, and renounced their faith. By their exag-|a beautiful countenance. The former, telling him that 
gerated pictures of the distress in the town, they aug-|he was St. Andrew, took him in his shirt as he was, and 
mented the confidence of the infidels. jtransported him through the air to the church of St. 
By the advice of the prudent and unwearied Arch-| Peter in Antioch, at that time a mosk, and set him by 
bishop of Puy, the princes now gave the chief command | the pillar, which is on the south side of the steps going 
in the town to Boemond, and all swore obedience to him. | up to the altar. There were but two lamps burning in 
The Norman, who considered not merely his fame but ithe large church, and yet the light there equaled that of 
his property to be at stake, exerted himself to the ut-|the sun at noon-day. The apostle bade him remain in 
most; night or day he and his friends rested not; the | silence where he was, and his companion also remained 
walls, gates, and towers, were committed to the pilgrims |standing afar on the steps of the altar, The apostle 
most to be relied on, and all possibility of flight was cut |then went away, and after a time he came up from the 
off from the timid. ground, with a lance in his hand, and said, “ See, with 
Meantime, Stephen of Blois, and his companions, |this lance was opened that side out of which has flowed 
had set sail for Cilicia, where they joined the Emperor | the salvation of the world. Give heed to where I bury 
Alexius, who had advanced as far as Philomelium, with |it, that after the taking of Antioch, thou may be able to 
an army in which were forty thousand Franks, who had | point out the place to the Count of ‘Toulouse. ‘Twelve 
either remained behind on account of sickness or pover-| men must dig till they find it. Now, tell the Bishop of 
ty, or had arrived too late to join the great army. - The | Puy not to cease from admonition and prayer, for the 
Count of Blois, and the other knights, to excuse them-| Lord is with you all.” So saying, he brought him back 
selves, drew a most deplorable picture of the state of the | to his tent, over the walls of the city. But he had not 
pilgrims at Antioch. Hugo, the brother of Boemond, |courage to go to the bishop and tell him what had_be- 
who was with the emperor, fainted away when he heard | fallen. Some days after, he went out of the camp in 
his own brother-in-law bear witness of the truth of the |search of food, and as he was at Roya, the apostle and 
statement, and when he came to himself, he broke out|his companion again appeared to him on the first day of 
into these remarkable words, which strongly prove what ‘the great fast, at the hour of the first coc k-crow ; and 
we have already stated of the feudal spirit of the Cru-/the chamber he was in was filled with light. The apos- 
sades: : i tle said, “ Peter, sleepest thou?’ and he answered, 
« O, thou triune God, if thou be almighty, why hast | No, my lard, I do not.” « Hast thou done what I 
thou permitted this? Were they not thy champions and |commanded thee ?” said the apostle.“ I was afraid,” 
pilgrims ? Did ever yet a king, or an emperor, suffer his and © ) acco 
men thus to perish, if he had the power to save them ?/ one will believe what I say.” “Then,” said the apostle, 
Who now will fight for Thee, or place his reliance on |“ knowest thou not that the poor and the mean gain the 
Thee?” So strongly were these sentiments shared by | kingdom of heaven, and hath not the Lord chosen you 
most of the Latins, that for several days no ecclesiastic |for the redemption of his holy place? Lo! the saints 
dared to celebrate divine service, no layman to call on|themselves might leave heaven, and partake of your en- 
the name of Christ !* G | terprise. Go hence, and do as I have desired thee.” 
Alexius, knowing that he was unable to cope with the | Still he hesitated to tell what he had seen, and he went 
forces of Kerboga, and being aware that Ismail the son|to Mamistra, and embarked for Cyprus, but a storm 
of Kilij Arslan had collected a large army to attack him,|drove him back, and he then fell sick, After Antioch 
and deeming morcover the state of the pilgrims to be | was taken, the two men in shining raiment came to him 
He laid the country jagain, and the apostle said, “ Peter, Peter, thou hast not 











freplied he, “ for Tam poor, and of ne account, and no 
I 


quite hopeless, resolved to return. 
waste between Iconium and Nicwa, directing the Chris- 
tian inhabitants to collect their property, and retire to answered, “ Oh, my lord, choose some one who is richer, 
Constantinople, before the arrival of the Turkish armies. | is worthier, is nobler than I, for [ am unworthy of such 
The intelligence of the retreat of the Greek emperor, | grace.” “ He is worthy whom Good choose th,” said the 
when it reached Antioch, extinguished every ray of hope saint; “do what is commanded thee, that the sickness 
in the minds of the greater part of the Crusaders, and | may depart from thee.” ‘The countenance of the apos- 
even some of the princes now meditated a nocturnal | tle was stern, that of his companion mild, and as it were 
flight from that devoted town. The eloquence however | irradiated with light from heaven. His looks gave Peter 
of Godfrey, and of the Bishop of Puy, whose courage | courage, and he said, “ Who is thy companion who hath 
and confidence in God never relaxed even for a single|not yet spoken? love draws me to him with a yearning 
instant, inspired the chiefs with resolution still to perse- | that removes all doubt from iy mind, and fills my soul 
vere ; but the vigour of mind of ihe inferior sort was so| with confidence and heavenly peace.”—*« Thou mayest 

| draw near and kiss his feet,” said the saint. Peter drew 
* We are sure that no truly pious mind can take any lnear, and knelt down, and then he beheld bloody marks 
offence at our narrating this anecdote, which expresses |on his feet, and he fell on his face and cried, “ My Lord 
too clearly the spirit of the age to permit of our passing | and my God!” The Saviour apread his hands ever him 
it over in silence, without violating the promise which | 
we made in our introduction. 


'yet made known what was committed to thee!” But he 


* That is, the finding ; the Latin inventia. 





{ Jer. Deliv. c. iii. st. 9. 
3 




















































































nee = 


rs 
















































































eee ive 


» 


een Be ler 


rs 


ees 


ee eS 


vit: enapernnaren casita 





ee 


wane 


THE CRUSADERS. 








ae ———— 





1&0 
and vanised. He now was come to tell what he was/ power, and the haughty threats of the Turkish chief, 
commanded by Heaven to reveal. 'when Godfrey drew him aside, and commanded hin, lest 
The strong-minded Bishop of Puy treated this narra- |the courage of the people should sink, only to say that 
tive of the priest with perfect contempt, as an impudent | war was inevitable. Orders were given to prepare for 
falsehood ; but Count Raymond, who was either a party |batule on the third day. All was now alacrity in the 
to the cheat, or saw the use that might be made of it, or|town: in the confidence of victory inspired by the holy 
really believed the story, paid more attention to the mar- |lance, all past sufferings were forgotten, provisions were 
vellous narration. He took Peter, and committed him | served out in abundance, as there was soon to be plenty : 
to the charge of his chaplain Ray mond, who has nar- ‘swords and lances were grinded, harness repaired, and 
leach provided against the worst, by confessing his sins 


rated the tale in his history. 
A few days after, the count himself, with twelve men, | to his priest. 
entered the church of St. Peter to seck for the fatal] The night of the second day, the princes met in coun- 
lance. They dug from morning till evening in the de-jcil for the last time, to make the necessary arrangements, 
signated spot without success. At length, when the/and the people to receive their orders. Before sunrise, 
count was gone to his post, and those who were labour- \all proceeded in silence to the churches, confessed their 
ing were quite fatigued with their toil, Peter jumped sins, and received the body of Christ; Bishop Ademar 
barefoot, with nothing on bim but his shirt, into the hole | then addressed them thus-—“ Ye have received the body 
they had made, and prayed to God to bring to light the }of Christ, confessed your sins, and promised amend- 
lance, for the strength and for the victory of his chosen }ment; ye have, in remembrance of the words, ‘ By this 
people. Ere long the head of the wondrous weapon )shall men know that ye are my disciples, if ye love one 
was raised from the pit, and Raymond, the count’s chap- lanother,’ laid aside all strife, and all former enmity. The 
lain, the historian of the discovery, was the first to press | Lord is with those who keep this love, He gives the vic- 
the sacred relic to his lips. The lance was wrapped in | tory to all those who offer themselves up for Him, He 
purple, and shown to the people, and the joy which the will destroy all those who by cowardice seck to save 
sight of it caused is not to be described. ‘The Syrians|their lives.” Every bosom now was filled with zeal, 
and Armenians sang loud kyrie-eleisons, praising the | and with that confidence which only reliance on a higher 
happiness of the Franks, to whom God had shown such | power can bestow, and which sets at nought all earthly 
merey. The apostle appeared once more, and directed | toils and dangers. 
that the lance should be committed to the custody of | The dawn was just commencing to streak the eastern 
Count Raymond, who had persevered in piety ; and that | Skies on the morning of the 28th of June, 1098, when 
the day on which it was found, (June 14,) should be the Christian army, in six divisions, marched by the 
be kept as a festival by all Christians, in a manner whieh | Bridge-gate out of Antioch, Hugh the Great and the 
the apostle described. |Count of Flanders led the first division, the Duke of 
Peter's good fortune soon brought other visions to) Lorraine the second, Robert of Normandy appeared at 
light. A priest, named Stephen, now averred that the the head of the third, the Bishop of Puy conducted the 
Saviour had appeared to him also in the church of the |fourth, Tanered had charge of the fifth, the sixth and 
Holy Virgin, aud directed him to tell Bishop Ademar |largest division was led by Boemond ; it formed the re- 
that He had deserted his people because they had de-|serve, and was to give aid when aid was required: 
serted Him, but that if they turned to Him, He would |Count Raymond, who was still suffering from sickness, 
within five days have pity on them, and they should ad- ‘had the command of those who were left in the town, 
vanee against the ‘lurks, crying, “The enemies are|to watch the garrison of the citadel.” 
gathered together, and extol their might ; O Lord, break | The pilgrims were exhausted by fatigues and priva- 
their strength and scatter them, for none fighteth for us|tions; they had but three hundred horsemen fully 
but only Thou, our Lord and our God.” The Virgin then |equipped ; even such men as the Duke of Lorraine, and 
appeared and said to her Son, that this was the people | the Earl of Flanders, having been obliged to borrow 
for whom she had so often entreated Him. The truth | horses for the occasion from the Count of Toulouse; and 
of this vision Stephen offered to prove by the ordeal of yet such was their full reliance on the aid of Heaven, 
fire, or even by flinging himself from a lofty tower. ithat they reckoned with entire confidence on vanquish- 
A bright star was also observed one night over the ing the numerous Turkish hosts, whose spirits were 
city, which directed its course over the walls, and then, |high, whose forces were unimpaired. Orders even were 
dividing into three parts, fell on the Turkish camp. All issued that none should plunder till the rout of the 
these visions and appearances raised the courage of the enemy was complete! The clergy stood on the walls 
people to a great height, and they now were eager to be ; Waving crosses, and blessing the warriors as they moved 
led against the foe. . |to battle; others preceded the host in white stoles, sing- 
DEFEAT OF KERBOGA. jing the psalm, “ Let God arise, and let his enemies be 
jscattered ’ and the whole army replied in chorus, 
pri led the pilgrims to action, re- |“ God wills it!” A copious refreshing dew which fell, 
solved to try the effect of negotiation. Peter the Hermit was regarded as a sure pledge of the favour of Heaven. 
was despatched with a knight named Herluin, who knew} ‘The ‘Turks in the citadel, when they beheld the Chris- 
something of the Turkish language. Herluin would! tian army in motion, hung out, as had been agreed on, 
hardly comply with the usages of oriental etiquette, and |a large black flag, and sounded their trumpets, to give 
he delivered in an insulting tone a message of such a/the alarm to the army of Kerboga. But this chief, who 
nature, that it is difficult to see what motive the princes|was playing at chess, remained unmoved, contenting 
could have in sending it, unless it were meant as a de-/bimself with sending forward two thousand horsemen 
fiance. He required the Turkish prince to give up all to the Bridge-gate, to prevent the advance of the Chris- 
claim to the city and its territory, and allow the pilgrims tians. These were, however, already at the bridge, and 
unmolested to pursue their way to Jerusalem, or to let | had put their best bowmen in advance, who received the 
the matter be decided by two champions chosen on either | Turks with a flight of arrows. A knight, named Albert 
Above |of Riburgsberg, then gallantly dashed in among them; 
all, he called on hun in the name of the princes to re-/the pilgrim warriors pressed on, and the infidels took to 
ceive the law of Christ, and free himself by baptism |flight. His emirs now urged Kerboga to attack the 
from sin and error. Kerboga replied, that he despised Christians at once, before they were all out of the town, 
their superstition, and laughed at their claims to the pos-|but he proudly replied, “ Let them all come out, that 
session of the city. [t was not for them, he said, to pre-/none may escape our sword.” He then sent Soemon, 
scribe to him the mode of fighting, but they must do as ithe son of Orthok, the former owner of Jerusalem, with 
he pleased. ‘The grown persons among thein he de-|a large body of troops through the hills, to get to the 
clared he would send to the Sultan Barkeioruk, all the | west of the Christians, and cut off their escape to the 
rest he would cut down like useless trees. If, however, | sea. 
they would embrace the law of Mahomed, they should} The two armies now slowly advanced against each 
not only "i spared, but get more lands and wealth than |other; the Crusaders had spread themselves over the 
they could ever expect to win by the sword. who! i i i i oir re 0 
The envoys ee ae to the town, and in the midst of ee seaetaerR-'<- a-eceaimmamatien 
the people, who assembled to hear the result of their} * So in the poet’s battle of Ascalon, which is closely 
embassy, the hermit, with his wonted solemnity, was |imitated from this, Raymond remains in Jerusalem, while 


We ) 
Mhe princes, ere they 


side, or by an enzagement of the two armies, 





cut them off from the town. Just as the fight was com- 
mencing, some of the pilgrims saw, or thought they saw, 
three knights, in glittering armour and white raiment, 
descend the hills followed by a numerous troop, and 
come and range themselves on their side. Ademar cried 
aloud that they were the three martyrs, St. George, St, 
Maurice, and St. Demetrius, come to their aid from 
heaven.* The three first divisions charged, the others 
stayed not behind; the fight became general over the 
plain; feeble was the resistance of those emirs who en- 
vied Kerboga the glory of a victory; they turned and 
fled: the Christian arms were now triumphant on the 
plain, when the gallant Soemon Jed bis troops to the 
charge against the division of Boemond. A thick 
shower of arrows announced their approach ; then, with 
sword and mace, they engaged the Crusaders hand to 
hand. Gallantly did the pilgrims receive their foes— 
nobly did they bear up against their numbers and their 
impetuosity, but now came down Rodvan of Aleppo, 
Karinth of Harran, Toktegin of Damascus, and a flood 
of horsemen to overwhelm the soldiers of the eross. 
Hugh the Great dashed forwards, and ran his lance 
through a Turkish horseman, who was cheering on his 
comrades to the charge; but a Turkish arrew pierced 
the standard-bearer of the Christians, and when the 
banner was seen to fall, the foes came on with redoubled 
vigour. William of Blois sprang forwards, raised the 
banner from the ground, and waving it, cheered the 
Christians to the fight. Now came Godfrey and Tan- 
cred to the aid at the head of their victorious squadrons, 
and Soemon, seeing that success was hopeless, retired, 
setting fire to the dry grass, that its smoke might imnpede 
pursuit. 

Meantime, the main army of the Turks had retired 
through a narrow valley, and was drawn up on the hills 
with a brook in front. Though it might appear danger- 
ous to attack such a position, Boemond, Tancred, and 
the Duke of Lorraine, setting before them the bearer of 
the holy lance, crossed the brook and ascended the hill. 
The Turks made no long resistance; Kerboga, who had 
from an eminence viewed the battle, and issued his or- 
ders, now fled, and stopped not till he was over the Eu- 
phrates. ‘Tancred pursued the fugitives as far as the 
strength of the men and horses allowed ;{ the Syrians 
and Armenians way!aid the flying ‘Turks in the woods 
and mountains, and took revenge for their former inju- 
ries. 

The Turkish camp became the prize of the victors, 
and the booty found in it was immense. Valuables of 
all kinds, horses, camels, mules, and sheep and oxen, 
with every species of provision, were a joyful sight to 
the exhausted pilgrims. The splendid tents amazed 
their rude simplicity ; above all, that ot Kerboga filled 
them with astonishment. It was raised with towers, 
walls, and bulwarks, like a town, and its chambers, to 
which long passages led, afforded accommodation for two 
thousand persons. 

The Turkish governor of the citadel, when he saw 
the defeat of Kerboga’s host, raised the banner of Count 
Raymond, but Boemond succeeded in having the sur- 
render made to himself. The governor, and part of the 





* On occasions like this, the reader will Jo well to re- 
collect the nuif language of Berna! Dias de Castillo, one 
of the original narrators of the conquest of Mexico, on 
a similar occasion. 

“1 acknowledge,” says he, “ that all our exploits and 
victories are owing to our Lord Jesus Christ, and that 
in this battle there was such a number of Indians to 
every one of us, that if each had thrown a handful of 
earth, they might have buried us, if by the great mercy 
of God we had not been protected, It may be that the 
person whom Gomera mentions as having appeared on 
a mottled grey horse, was the glorious apostle, Senor 
San Jago, or Sefiior San Pedro, and that I, as being a 
sinner, was not worthy to see him. This I know, that 
I saw Francisco de Morla on such a horse, but as an un- 
worthy transgressor, did not deserve to see any of the 
holy apostles. It may have been the will of God that it 
was so, as Gomera relates, but until I read his Chronicle 
I never heard among any of the conquerors that such a 
thing had happened.” —Robertson’s History of America, 
Book V. note. 

f It is on this occasion that Tasso makes 'Tancred be- 
come enamoured of Clorinda. J. D.c. i. st. 46-48. 








commencing an elaborate speech on the wealth, the|the other chicfs go forth to battle. Jer. Del. c. xx. st. 6. 
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garrison, to the great joy of the pilgrims, submitted to} sist alone, and he could not look to any Turkish prince |solemnly pledged on the cross, the crown of thorns, and 





baptism, the remainder were escorted to the Turkish} for aid. In his perplexity one of his emirs came to him |so many other rélics. Duke Godfrey and the Count of 


frontiers; but happening, after the departure of their and said, « As the Christians of late were going towards | Flanders were secretly for Bocemond, but they feared the 
escort, to meet a party of Baldwin’s troops and Arme-| Edessa, I made captive the wife of one of their knights,{reproach of perjury. Words rose high, n cnaces were 
nians, they were fallen on by them and cut to pieces. | Fulcher of Bouillon, who was slain, and as she is aj uttered, swords were grasped, and blood might have been 

The Bishop of Puy, in whose conduct there was no) beautiful woman I placed her in my harem. She knows ished, but the people, who were sincere in their desires to 
mixture of worldly motives, now set zealously about pu-| the great danger which menaces us, and advises to send | reach the object of their vows, and saw in these disputes 


rifying the churches which the Turks had either con-| and ask aid of the Duke of Lorraine, the mightiest among | only further delay, after silently murmuring for a time, 
verted to mosks, or desecrated to the meanest uses. ‘They | the victorious Franks.” The religious prejudices of the |began to manifest strong symptoms of impatience, and 
were supplied with all the requisite sacred utensils, governor gave way before the sense of danger, and a |some of the bolder sort thus spoke out, “If the princes 
crosses, and vestments out of the booty. The pictures; Syrian Christian was employed to treat with the duke, | out of fear, or for the sake of an oath which is not bind- 
and images were restored, and many a brave but illite-; who promised assistance, on condition of the Turk placing |ing on us, delay the pilgrimage to Jerusalem, let us make 
rate warrior, as he gazed on them, and heard them ex-! his son as a hostage in his hands, |some knight our commander, and with the aid of God 
plained by some learned clerk, felt his zeal and his pious As Rodvan was now with forty thousand men belea- set forth. Have we not been here an entire year? After 
feelings augmented and exalted.* guering Hazar, the Franks deemed that intelligence could |the death of so many thousands, shall we stay here till 
| not be conveyed to the besieged. But to their utter as- | more of us perish? Let those remain to their own de- 
PESTILENCE IN ANTIOCH. | tonishment, who had never seen or heard of such a thing, | struction who think more of the emperor’s gold, and the 
| the Turkish envoys produced some pigeons, and tying |revenues of Antioch, than of the vow they made to their 
The dispute about the possession of Antioch was now letters under their wings, set them at lib. rly, assuring the | Lord and Saviour. If they attempt to hinder our design 
renewed, and though St. Andrew again appeared to Pe-| Franks that there was no doubt of their conveying the jlet us pull down the walls of the city, and then the 
ter, Count Raymond, who knew more of the apostle pro- intelligence to the fortress. |princes must return to that unity which brought us the 
bably than others did, paid little attention to him when| Godfrey now addressed himself to Count Raymond, |aid of God and all the success we have had.” 
the revelations were against his inclinations. It was re-| and to Boemond, praying of them to join their forces} ‘This language brouglit to the princes their senses, and 
solved to call on the Emperor Alexius to perform his to his for the enterprise he had engaged in: but offended jon the 24th of November, Raymond of Toulouse, Robert 
promise, and Hugh the Great, and Count Baldwin of| that the Turk had not applied to them, they refused him jof Normandy, and soon after Boemond, set forth and led 
Hennegau, were despatched to the imperial city. But) their aid. Relying however on the three thousand men the pilgrims against Marra, a strong town south of An- 
Count Baldwin disappeared in an action with the Turks| which his brother Baldwin was leading to join him, the tioch, Confiding in the strength of their walls, the 
near Nicwa, and Hugh, who had found that he did not| duke set forward, but, learning the real strength of the Moslems mocked at the Crusaders, exposing to their view 
possess that influence and rank among the princes to! Turkish army, he sent to Raymond and Boemond, re-| crosses which they had mutilated or defiled. As nothing 
which he though his birth entitled him, went home to| proaching them with their ungrateful treatment of him nothing could be eflected without military engines, the 
France. He was compared to the raven that was sent| who had so often faced danger for their advantage, and pilgrims set about constructing them. Meantime famine, 
eut of: the ark, and did not return. assuring them that, if they did not come to his aid, he as usual, prevailed among them, and they might be seen 
Antioch seemed destined to be to the pilgrims a type! would regard their friendship as dissolved, and they might in thousands roaming over the country gathering roots 
of their worldly career, the scene of their triumphs, the then count him among their foes. jand plants, and scratching up the corn-ficlds which had 
witness of their calamities and sufferings. Owing either} ‘These threats, the hope of fame and of booty, above | been reaped, for the sake of getting such grains as had 
to their want of moderation in the use of provisions after| all the urgency of the inferior pilgrims, impelled these |been shed and lay in the ground. Numbers of them 
such long privations, or to the state of the atmosphere, per-| princes to put their troops in motion, and on joining|went back to Antioch. Renewed appearances of the 
haps corrupted by the unburied bodies of men and beasts, | Godfrey their united forces numbered thirty thousand |apostles Peter and Andrew kept up the spirits of some of 
a dreadful pestilence now made its appearance. Thou-| combatants. Rodvan retired at their approach, sending |the Provengals, but Boemoud and his Normans openly 
sands of all ranks became its victims, but no death caused|ten thousand of his men to fall on their rear, but the derided them. 
such general grief and mourning as that of the Bishop of Turks were put to flight, and the Governor of Hazar| On the 12th of December the machines being com- 
Puy. The valour of the knight, and the meekness of came forth at the head of three hundred horsemen fairly | pleted, Marra was again attacked, A gallant defence was 
the ecclesiastic, were in singular union in this extraordi-| attired and armed, knelt down, and kissing the ground | made by the townsmen, though, in consequence of the 
nary man; his piety and charity gained him the affection before Godfrey, swore fealty to him, and expressed his! great influx of people from the country at the approach of 
of the common people, whom his eloquence swayed to thanks to all for his deliverance. Godfrey presented the Crusaders, they too were suffering from want of food, 
obedience or fired to action; the knights viewed with him with the rich helm and corslet which his kinsman, but they knew w hat they had to expect if the pilgrims 
admiration his gallant bearing in the day of battle, the Herebrand of Bouillon, had been wont to wear in battle. /conquered, By flinging down fire, stones, hot lime, and 
princes hearkened with attention to his wisdom in the) Godfrey, who recollected his former malady in Rome, |hives full of bees, they drove off the assailants. The 
council, and, humbled beneath his mental superiority, determined not to return to Antioch, where the pesti- combat lasted from morn till eve; at the close of the day 
ceased from their petty strifes at his voice. A second lence still prevailed. He accompanied Baldwin on his | the pilgrims were masters of some of the towers, but the 
Moses, we might almost say, he led his people to the way to Edessa, and received from him the possession of approach of night prevented their pursuing their advan- 
borders of the promised land, which he was not permit- Tellbasher and Ravendan. Here he was joined by seve- | tage. The princes recalled the combatants from the town, 
ted to enter. ‘The pious prelate breathed his last on the ral of the pilgrims who came from Antioch to escape dis- jand directed them to keep watch before the gates that 
first day of the month of August 1098, and amidst the | ease, or attracted by the fame of the wealth and liberality | hone might escape during the night. The poorer pil- 
tears of the Christian host his body was solemnly interred | of Baldwin. While here, the Armenian Christians made | grims, however, had not patience to wait till morning; 
in the church of St. Peter.t |heavy complaints to him of the oppression exercised by | they made their way into the lower town, and began to 
The pilgrims, regarding Antioch as the theatre of all; Pancratius and his brother; and Godfrey, who had been plunder, The richer inhabitants, in alarm, took shelter 
their calamities, were urgent with the princes to lead hostile to these men ever since the time that they had /in the citadel, and sent and obtained the protection of 
them away; renewed health and the grace of God, they intercepted the tent which was designed for him, at- | Boemond ; the poorer sort concealed themselves in sub- 
thought, would attend the prosecution of their holy pur-| tacked their castles, took them, and blinded twenty of | terraneous retreats, vainly hoping thus to eseape the 
pose. But, after serious consultation, the princes with one , their men whom he made prisoners—an act of cruelty | C hristians. But when with morning the pilgrims crowd- 
accord agreed, that if they were to proceed under the little consonant with the usual conduct of the Duke of | ed into the town and found it empty, they speedily di- 
lvined the cause, and with loud cries of “ God wills it,” 





burning heat of a Syrian summer, all must perish, either | Lorraine. | 
5 - ‘ “ | The ——s . . ers « tenflene the caves : treate of or ene 
by disease or by the hands of the foes. When the sick,| While Godfrey was at Tellbasher, Boemond employed they made fires before the caves and retreats of their ene- 


the weak, and the wounded had regained their strength, himself in the reduction of Cilicia, and Raymond took | mies, and by the smoke forced them to come out. No 
and the weather was become cool, and reinforcements, Albara, whose inhabitants he treated with great cruelty. | mercy was shown to any; even of those in the citadel a 
were arrived from Europe, then: they might with pru- | part were massacred, the remainder were dragged away 
dence set their faces towards the holy city. Proclama- {in chains to Antioch, 
tion was accordingly made, that on the first day of the | It was the wish of Count Raymond that the town 
following November the march should commence for To the great joy of the pilgrims, the first of November should be given to the Bishop of Albara, but Boemond, 
Jerusalem. lat length arrived, and all the princes came back to An-|who had possession of some of the towers, refused his 
'tioch, Godfrey set out from Edessa with only twelve consent unless Raymond renounced all claim upon An- 
EXPEDITION OF DUKE GODFREY. knights; on their way they were attacked by one hun- tioch. On the count’s refusal, Tancred, by the desire of 
““Ired and fifty ‘Turks, of whom they slew thirty, and took | his uncle, set out for Antioch with a party of his men in 
While the pilgrims were thus detained in Antioch, the as many prisoners, who, to the great edification of the disguise, and with their arms concealed. They gained 
Duke of Lorraine received an invitation to go to the aid/ pilgrims, preceded the entry of the Duke of Lorraine |admission into the towers held by the Provengals, and 
of a Turkish chief. |into Antioch, bearing the heads of their fallen comrades |then drawing their swords drove them out. Boemond 
The governor of the castle of Hazar having manifested | on lances. had meantime left Marra, and was on his way to 
disobedience to his superior lord, Rodvan of Aleppo, that} The princes and chiefs now met in council in the! Antioch. ; 
prince led his troops against him. He was unable to re-; church of St. Peter. ‘The great question was, what) Little provision had been found in the town, and none 
should be done with Antioch; those who had got pos-jwas to be procured in the surrounding country ; famine 
therefore soon spread its ravages among the pilgrims, and 


CAPTURE OF MARRA. 


—— 
| 


* We are here stating a fact, by no means justifying | sessions in the vicinity were clamorous in favour of Boe- 


a practice. | mend, while Raymond, on the other hand, veiled his | the unanimous testimony of the historians assures us, 
+ Tasso makes Ademar to be present at the siege of, ambition and his envy by asserting the rights of the|that to appease their hunger, they dressed and ate the 


Jerusalem, Greek emperor; and he reminded them of their oaths so | bodies of their slaughtered foes. Malady, the attendant 
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and the pilgrims | sent a strong division, waite r Tenet re " against Antaradus. 


of famine, also made its appearance, 

were highly impatient to escape from those evils by ad-|'T'ancred reached that town in the evening; a slight skir- 
vancing x towards the holy citv. Ravmend, therefore,|mish took place with the inhabitants, who were easily 
summoned the princes to meet at Rugia to make ar- | driven back ; and in the night the Norman caused so many 
rangements for the march. They came, but the old dis- | w. itchfires to be kindled, that supposing the number of 
pute about Antioch arose once more. Raymond offered | the Franks to be far greater than it really was, they left 


them large sums of money if they would one and all set} lthe town and all their property, and fled away before 
out at once for Jerusalem, but they made various pre- | day. Tancred joined Raymond at Area, and the siege 
texts for delay. When the pilgrims at Marra learned | of this castle, strong by nature and by art, was com- 
the hesitation of the princes, they resolved that that town |menced. There lay here in chains two hundred pilgrims, 

furnish them with no pretext for delay, with no | ‘who had been taken during the siege of Antioch. It was 
Sten ct of dispute ; and sp jite of the remonstrances of the | expecte -d not to offer a long resistance, and its capture 
Bishop of Albara, and the effurts of their leaders, they | would, it was thought, bring the Prince of Tripolis to 
pulled down the walls and towers of the town, the sick | terms. Finally, it was not safe to advance farther into 
and aged even aiding in what they deemed so meritorious | the country till joined by the remainder of the pilgrims. 


shoul 


a work. 
MARCH OF THE OTHER PRINCES. 


MARCH OF COUNT RAYMOND. ‘ . 
The praises of the pious and heroic Count of Tou- 


Count Raymond, on his return to Mara, was at first | louse were now on the lips of all the pilgrims at Antioch, 
highly enraged at this proceeding, but soon affected to| and they loudly blamed the discord and want of zeai of 
sev in it the hand of God, and he promised the pilgrims | the other princes, who detained them from the object of 
to set forth with them after fourteen days. Meantime an | their vows. Moved by their pressing imstances, the 
irrupti m into the hostile territory proc ured small sup-| princes gave on the first of March the word to set for- 
ply of provisions. |ward. Boemond accompanied them to Laodicea, the 

On the 13th January 1099, Count Raymond, having | only Syrian town in the hands of the Greeks, and then 
set fire to the town of Marra, led his P rovencals, te n/returned to the care and defence of Antioch. At Lao- 
thousand foot and three hundred and fifty horse, to Ca-!dicea they found Guinimer and his Frisians in chains ; 
pharda. He marched himself barefoot at their head, to|for, pursuing their old freebooting courses, they had 
show his humility and his idea of the sanctity of his vow. | made an attack on the town and had been captured. At 
The princes hasted to Capharda, but a consultation of|the request of the Duke of Lorraine he was set at liberty, 
four days led to nothing, and they went back to Antioch.;and the duke gave him the command of the fleet which 


The offers of Count Raymond were accepted by Robert 
of Normandy and by ‘Tancred, and they entered into his 
service each with forty knights and a good number of} 





was to attend the march of the Crusaders. 
Of the multitudes which had left Europe beneath the 
banners of the cross, exclusive of those with Raymond, 


foot-men. Three Arabian horses and forty thousand! Baldwin, and Boemond, there could now be mustered 
solides, or shillings, were the pay, we are told, promised | but twenty-five thousand men to encamp before the walls 
to the gallant nephew of Boemond: that of the Duke of|of Jibel, a town governed by a cadi for the Khalif of 
Normandy was probably the same. Egypt. What a ‘falling off from the hosts which had 
They proceeded along the Orontes, on the road to Da-| beleaguered Nicwa and Antioch! Many doubtless had 
mascus. ‘The Emirs of Shaizar (Cwsarea), Hama, and| broken their vows, and returned home, or entered the 
Hems, came forth to mect them with gifts, and supplied | service of the Greek emperor; many had fallen by the 
provisions and horses in abundance at a moderate rate. |'Turkish arrows, or languished in captivity; but it was 
At their request the count placed his banner on their | famine, the plague, and sickness of every species, that 
towns, it being the rule with the Crusaders not to attack | had swept away the hundreds of thousands who came to 
any place over which the banner of a Frank was waving. | die in Asia. 
At Hems it was proposed to turn seawards, and lay siege| The Cadi of Jibel offered in vain ten thousand pieces 
to the town of Sibel (Gibellam); but Tancred having | of gold to Godfrey, to lead the army away from before 
shown the difficulty and delay that might thence arise, it) his town ; as vainly did he look for aid from the Turks 
was agreed to inarch against Arca, a town also on the | at Damascus. But the Bishop of Albara now arrived in 
coast, but much more to the south, and near to Tripolis,|the camp, sent by Count Raymond to say that he had 
which last place they hoped, by means of an understand-jlearned that the Sultan of Bagdad was approaching at 
ing with the Christian portion of its inhabitants, to take, |the head of an immense army, to avenge the defeat of 


r at least to make tributary. 

On their march to Arca, the pilgrims were greatly ha-| 
rassed by the Turks, till Count Raymond and several of | 
his knights placed themselves one day in ambush, and | 
gave them a sound castigation. At length the shee 
came to a rich and fruitful valley, over which they began | 
to spread themselves in search of provisions. While 
thus engaged, they were fallen on by the Moslems, and 
put to flight. The other pilgrims hastening to their aid, 
the foe took refuge in a strong castle on a rock, which 
was accessible only by a very steep and narrow footpath. 
Count Raymond resolved to attack it, and he had nearly 
reached the summit, when he perceived that most of his 
followers had Jeft him, to go down and plunder in the 
valley beneath. He and the few knights who remained 
with him were exposed to great danger. Having called 
them all together after his descent, the count vehemently 
reproached them with this conduct, and they swore never 
again to quit any castle till they had taken it. The 
enemy, however, retired from the castle in the night, and 
when the pilgrims advanced next morning to the attack, 
they found it empty. 

The army lay fifteen days in this valley, and Count 
Raymond planted his banner on all the places round, to 
secure them against the other Latin princes. His envoys 
now returned from Tripolis, with marvellous accounts of 
the richness and fertility of the land, and bearing pre- 
sents from the emir, to whom Raymond would grant 
peace only on condition of his becoming a Christian, for 
the Count of Toulouse began now to think of following 
the example of Boemond, and appropriating to himself 


| 


| Kerboga, and praying them to lose no time in joining 
him, unless they wished the whole army to be destroyed 
in detail, ‘The word was at once given to march, and 
rapidly passing by the Saracen towns on the coast, the 
pilgrims came in view of Arca. Here they were met by 
Tancred, between whom and Count Raymond there was 
now strife and enmity, as the former delayed to pay the 
sum he had agreed to give for the services of the latter, and 
the high spirit of the Norman could ill submit to receive 
orders as a mercenary. Joining Duke Godfrey, he as- 
sured him that the whole story of the approach of the 
sultan was a fiction of Raymond’s, who had been bribed 
by the Cadi of Jibel. The princes, in digust at this con- 
duct, formed a separate camp, and refused to take any 
chare in the siege of Arca. Fearing lest they might 
come back and lay siege again to his town, the Cadi of 
Jibel sent large gifts to be distributed among the chiefs, 
and as usual, each, by representing himself as the person 
of greatest importance in the army, sought to be the 

largest sharer in the presents of the infidels. , 
a 


CHARACTER OF THE PROVENCALS. 


The discord was not now confined to the princes, it 
manifested itself among all ranks of the pilgrims. The 
new comers were jealous of the wealth which the Pro- 
vencals, as they were the first to gather the harvest of gifts 
and contributions from the infidels of these parts, had ac- 
quired. This ill feeling was augmented by the difference 
between the character of the Provencal, and that of the 
French or German pilgrim. 'The former was more polished 





that wealthy land, He advanced in person to Arca, and 


in manners, and more sparing in dict, but Jess strong and 


persevering in action. He was also far more crafty, and 
continually imposed on his brother pilgrims in the va- 
rious dealings which took place between them. Thus 
the Provencal would sell them asses’ flesh, and assure 
them it was goat; or give them a piece of a dead dog, 
and maintain that it was good hare. In the time of dis- 
tress or famine he would contrive to wound the horse of 
one of the other pilgrims mortally in some secret part, 
and when the animal fell, his owner would ascribe it to 
the action of evil spirits, and warn the Provengal not to 
touch the flesh; but he would laugh in his sleeve, and 
cry, “Better to die of this than of hunger,” and feed 
heartily on what the other dreaded even to touch. 

Count Raymond exerted all the powers of his elo- 
quence, which were great, backed by large gifts to the 
princes, especially to the Duke of Lorraine, to remove the 
ill opinion which they had conceived of him. He posi- 
tively denied having received any gifts from Jibel, and 
averred, as was probably the truth, that he had only too 
readily given credit to a report spread by the Saracens of 
the approach of a ‘Turkish army. To diminish the envy 
against his men, he proposed that the whole army should 
be tithed, in which case the Provencals, as the richest, 
would have to contribute by far the most. Of what was 
thus collected a fourth was given to the bishops, a fourth 
to the clergy, who celebrated mass, the remainder was 
given to Peter the Hermit to distribute among the poor 
and the clergy. All now came and encamped together, 
and seemed disposed to prosecute the siege of Arca with 
vigour. 


CONTROVERSY ABOUT THE HOLY LANCE. 


The harmony which was beginning to prevail now 
received an interruption by a dispute which arose re- 
specting the celebrated Holy Lance. Long since, Boe- 
mond had maintained in Antioch, that the finding of the 
lance was alla trick devised by Peter, with the know- 
ledge of the Count of Toulouse, and that Peter had 
taken advantage of the darkness and the pressure of the 
crowd, to stick an old rusty Arab lance-head in the 
ground, and then to pretend he had found it there. 
More important matters engaging the thoughts of the 
Crusaders at the time, the matter was not then noticed 
any farther; but now Arnulf, the chaplain of the Duke 
of Normandy, came forward as the leader of the sceptics. 
This Arnulf, who makes a figure in the subsequent his- 
tory, was a man of eloquence, of some learning, but of 
very indifferent morals; and he seems to have been urged 
to attack the genuineness of the lance by his master, 
who, like T'ancred, wished to avenge on the count the 
degradation of having received his pay. 

Amulf commenced by showing from history that the 
lance which pierced the Saviour at Jerusalem could not 
be buried in Antioch. The Provencal clergy deemed 
themselves bound in honour to maintain the truth of 
the legend, and they demanded of Arnulf what further 
reason he had for doubting of it. He said, because the 
Bishop Ademar of Puy had doubted of it. ‘Then came 
forward a priest, named Desiderius, and said, “Know 
that Bishop Ademar appeared to me after his death, with 
St. Nicholas, and said to me, ‘I am sitting in the same 
choir with this saint, and am not damned ; but as I sin- 
fully doubted of the genuineness of the holy lance, I was 
brought through hell, where, as thou seest, the right side 
of my hair and beard were singed. I shall not be admitted 
to the full sight of my God till hair and beard are grown 
long again.’” He scarce had ended, when another priest, 
named Eberhard, arose and said, “ Know that it is writ- 
ten in a Syrian gospel of St. Peter, that Christians 
would be shut up in Antioch, but would be delivered 
from the power of their enemies by the virtue of the 
holy lance.” A third said, «I spoke with St. Mark: he 
was posting from Alexandria to Antioch, whither Christ 
had summoned all his disciples to fight against the 
Turks.” «The Holy Virgin herself,” said a fourth, 
“appeared to me, and announced the delivery of her 
people on the fifth day: on that very day the lance was 
found.” 

Arnulf affected to be overwhelmed by the testimony 
of so many heavenly witnesses, and he declared that he 
believed every thing. Next day he was to ask forgive- 
ness publicly for his unbelief, but when about to do so, 
he started a doubt if he could justly do it, without the 
consent of his liege lord the Duke of Normandy, and 
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THE CRUSADERS. 
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mingled so much raillery and jest in his discourse and| of the sea coast from the Turks; he had also succeeded 
defence of himself, that Peter Bartholomeus, who was a 
poor ignorant creature, and perhaps had worked himself} which he was now master. 


in chasing the tribe of Orthok out of the holy city, of 
His tone, therefore, was 


into a belief of the miracle, grew angry, and cried, altered ; he spoke no more of alliance against the Turks ; 
“ Since credit is not given toso many witnesses, to prove|he complained of the hostilities exercised against his 


the genuineness of the lance, I will go through fire 
with it.” 


2| Syrian possessions, and required them to give up all 
9 ee 
thoughts of marching in arms to Jerusalem, and to come 


This offer was accepted by both parties. Peter pre-|in parties of from two to three hundred, as peaceful pil- 
pared himself, by fasting and prayer, for the ordeal ; two/ grims, to worship at the holy places. At the same time 
piles of dry olive trees were heaped up to the height of the envoys presented large gifts on the part of the khalif. 
four feet, their length was fourteen feet, and a narrow} The princes spurned the gifts, and replied that they were 


path lay between them. On the afternoon of Good 


Friday, princes and people of the pilgrim-host, to the 
number of forty thousand, assembled round the piles.| the goal of their pilgrimage heedless of him. 


Peter came forth lightly clad. The piles were kindled, 
and as they blazed most fiercely to the height of thirty 
feet, Raymond d’Agiles, the count’s chaplain, cried aloud, 
“If Almighty God has spoken face to face with this man, 
and St. Andrew has shown him waking the holy lance, 
let him pass uninjured through the fire; but if he has 
spoken falsehood, let him burn with the lance he bears.” 


his sins, affirmed the truth of all he had said, and be- 
sought the bishop and all present to join their prayers 
with his. The bishop signed him with the cross, and 
put the lance into his hand, and he slowly entered, and 
walked through the flames. He issued from the other 
side, blessing the people with the lance, and crying aloud, 
God help! Then rose to heaven the shouts of the be- 
lievers in the lance. They rushed forward to touch the 
person of this undoubted favourite of Heaven, and to 
get pieces of his raiment; they cast him to the earth in 
their impatience, and his friends rescued him with difli- 
culty. The unhappy man died the following day, of the 
injuries he had sustained from the fire, but the Proven- 
cals maintained that his death was caused not by the 
flames, but by the pressure of the multitude. They 
however alone continued to put faith in the lance. 


VISION OF COUNT ANSELMO. 


The historian, Raymond d’Agiles, who has left us 
this account of the ordeal, has also recorded the follow- 
ing vision which occurred at this time: 

As Anselmo, count of Ribeaumont, was sitting one 
night in his tent, he saw enter it the Count of St. Paul’s 
son, Angelram, who had been slain at Marra. “ How!” 


said he; “art thou alive whom I saw lying dead on the} 


” 


field of battle ’—-“ Thou shouldest know,” replied he, 
“that those who fight for Jesus Christ never die.”— 
“But whence comes that exceeding splendour which 
surrounds thee?” Angelram, pointing to a palace of 
crystals and diamonds in the sky, made answer, “It is 
thence the beauty comes to me which amazes thee. 
Yonder is my ahode; a still fairer one is prepared for 
thee, which thou soon wilt come tv inhabit. Farewell, 
we meet to-morrow !” So saying he ascended to heaven. 
Next morning Anselmo, who was in full health, called 
to him the clergy, and received the sacraments. He 
then took leave of his friends, assuring them that he was 
soon to leave the world in which he had known them. 
A few hours after, the enemy made a sally; Anselmo 
caught up his sword, and ran tothe relief. A stone was 


| not come to Syria to receive the commands of the ruler 
of Egypt; that with the aid of God they would reach 
War was 
| thus declared, and the conquest of the holy city resolved 
|on.* 

| Envoys also arrived from the Emperor Alexius, to 
| couuiiledin of the retention of Antioch by Boemond, con- 
/trary to the engagements of the princes, and promising 


| 


J83 


plain in which lies the city of Acre, or Ptolemais, the 
Accho of the Bible. The governor of Acre agreed to 
surrender the town, if they should take Jerusalem, and 
retain possession of it for twe nty days, or else defeat the 
Egyptian army. Stull keeping to the coast, they directed 
their course for Cwsarea, and as they were proceeding, a 
pigeon, which had escaped sorely wounded from the 
claws of a hawk, fell down amongst them.* She was 
picked up by the Bishop of Apt, and under her wing he 
found a letter from the governor of Acre to the governor 
of Cesarea, containing these words: “ T'ry and do the 
stupid, quarrelsome, lawless race, as much mischief as 
possible ; it will be easy for thee if thou but wilt.” The 
princes deemed it prudent to take no notice of this letter, 
and on the 29th of May they kept the Pentecost undis- 
turbed in the vicinity of Casarea. 

Leaving Jaffa (Joppa) on the right, the pilgrims now 
turned inland, and came to Lidda, where the church of 
St. George had lately been destroyed by the infidels. 





|to join them with an army if they would wait till the Robert of Flanders pushed forwards with five hun- 
following July. It was replied that Alexius had set the} dred horse for Ramla (Rama,) which he found deserted, 
Peter knelt down before the Bishop of Albara, confessed | example of breaking the engagement, and it was delibe-| and meeting here with abundance of provisions, the 


| rated whether they should wait or not. Raymond, who 
as Boemond had done at Antioch, was for delay. All| 
the other princes, declaring that there was no dependence 
on the word of the emperor, cried they would no longer 
lose time, and the matter was near being decided by 
arms. 


MARCH TO JERUSALEM. 





The emir of Tripolis, aware of the discord in the 
Christian camp, led out his forces against them. Though| 
they were driven back, the danger alarmed the princes, | 
and reduced them to unanimity. ‘The people were now} 
no longer to be restrained, and the Dukes of Lorraine | 
and Normandy, the Count of Flanders, and T'ancred, 
set fire to their camps, and marched for Tripolis, and 
Raymond found himself obliged to follow them. The 
impatience of the people, now so near the goal of their 
desires, was not to be kept in. Though they fed with 
delight on the sugar-canes which, for the first time in 
their lives, they saw near Tripolis, they would make no 
|stay; and a large body of them broke up by night, and 
| set furth for Acre by the way of Bairoot (Berytus). The 
| princes, finding that the people would not delay, were| 








|glad to come to an accommodation with the emir * 
| Tripolis. He gave them fifteen thousand gold dinars, | 
{fifteen horses, and set at liberty three hundred Christian | 
prisoners. He also presented them with silk dresses and 
|other valuables, and added a supply of provisions. On 
| their part they pledged themselves not to act hostilely 
against Tripolis, Arca, and Byblus. The mutual confi- 
dence was now s0 great, that the Frank leaders entered 
the town, and visited the emir in his palace. 

It was now deliberated which of the two roads leading 
to the Holy Land should be taken. From Tripolis east- 
wards towards Damascus extends the fertile valley of 
Celo-Syria, or Hollow Syria, between the lofty ranges 
of Libanus and Antilibanus, where abundant supplies 
of every kind might be had. But then the steeps of 
Libanus should be climbed ere Judxa could be attained, 





hurled, which struck him in the forehead, and dismissed 
him, the historian assures us, to take possession of his 
glorious palace. 

It was thus that by visions and wonders, some the 
produce of artful invention, others presented by a heated 
imagination, the fervour was kept up of the Crusader’s 
enthusiasm. He regarded himself as the chosen instru- 
ment of God, and all the celestial hierarchies were 
interested for him who was enduring so much in the 
cause of Heaven. The present life was vile im his eyes, 
for his soul was filled with the glories of the supernal 
abodes, of admittance to which he was fully assured. 
A similar enthusiasm had animated the Arab in the early 
days of Islam: in both times it produced a heroism 
which nothing could withstand. 


ARRIVAL OF AMBASSADORS FROM EGYPT. 


While the Crusaders still lay before Arca, their en- 
voys, whom they had sent upwards of a year before to 
Egypt, arrived in company with ambassadors from. the 
Fatimite khalif. This monarch had taken advantage of 
the diversion caused by the pilgrims to recover a portion 


and the recollection of the ascent of Mount Taurus with 
beasts of burden, made the pilgrims pause. They were, 
moreover, unwilling to go far from their fleet; it was, 
therefore, resolved to take their way along the coast of 
thesea. Their fleet was now considerable. It had been 
joined by Pisans, Genoese, Venetians, and Greeks, and 
by thirty sail from England, which had arrived in these 
waters at the time of the siege of Antioch. 

Conducted by a Saracenic guide, furnished by the 
emir of Tripolis, the pilgrims marched by Byblus and 
Maus to Berytus, where they also received gifts to avert 








to oppose them, but was driven back with loss, and the 
Crusaders encamped before the town, and pillaged the 
country. Next day they crossed, with toilsome march, 
a steep mountain-ridge, and leaving Sarepta on their 
right, came and encamped in the luxuriant gardens which | . 
lay before the ancient city of Tyre. Having halted there | ‘ 
for one night, they resumed their march, and entered the 





* Tasso makes this embassy reach the Christian camp 
at Emmaiis, Jer. Del, c. ii. st. 57, 











hostilities. ‘The governor of Sidon led his people out} ¢ 
town, and could not brook the slightest delay. Even 


during the night of the 5th of June, a knight, named 
Gaston of Biterre, set forth with thirty companions, and 
drove some cattle that were feeding under the walls of 


paid dear for his temerity.f 


army made a halt of three days. ‘They kept the festival 


| hoped to make that 4ertile land a principality for himself,| of St. George at Ramla, and made the first Latin bishop 


of the Holy Land, in the person of Robert, a priest of 
Rouen, who was consecrated to the see of Lidda and 
Ramla, each pilgrim giving him a tenth of what he pos- 
From Ramla the host advanced tg Emmatis, a 
short day’s journey from the holy city. 

At Emmaiis the chiefs again consulted; some pro- 
posed that they should for the present pass Jerusalem by, 
and, leading the army into Egypt, conquer that country, 
and then the provinces would fall of course, and the do- 


Sut others 


sessed. 


minion so established be more permanent. 
thought, and justly, that their forces now were not ade- 
quate to such an extensive enterprise, and the earnest 
longing produced by the proximity of the holy city out- 
weighed, in the bosoms of most, all the calm suggestions 
of interest or prudence. It was resolved to advance 


without delay, and invest the hallowed walls of Zion. 


APPROACH TO JERUSALEM. 


While the pilgrims tarried at Ramla, their camp was 
entered by a deputation from the Christian inhabitants 
of Bethlehem, praying them to send thither a party of 
their warriors, lest the Saracens, on their way to Jerusa- 
lem, should destroy their handsome new church. The 
charge was given to ‘T'ancred, and with the dawn of the 
following morning, he and one hundred chosen knights 
reached the town hallowed by the birth of the Saviour 
of man. The people came forth with joy to receive the 
western warriors, singing psalms and holy hymns, and 
led them to the abode of Mary, and showed them the 
stable in which the holy infant had lain. In pious ado- 
ration the knights knelt and prayed to their Redeemer, 
then placing the banner of their leader on the church, 
they mounted their horses and pressed forwards towards 
Jerusalem. Tancred’s impatience urged him on before 
his companions ; he even ventured to approach the walls, 
and crossing the valley of Jehoshaphat to ascend the 
mount of Olives, to view the interior of the town. The 
sun was now declining towards the west, and his beams 
distinctly marked each object; a hermit drew nigh to 
the daring Frank, and pointed out to hith each well- 
known spot within the town and around the walls. As 
he was retiring, he craved his name. “'l'ancred,a Nor- 
man, of the race of Robert Guiseard,” was the reply. 
“TI no longer wonder at thy courage,” said the hermit ; 
“ many years ago I heard that name in Greece, and was 
wont to tremble at it.” Atleneth the Saracens, discern- 
ing the knight, came forth to attack him, and he hastened 
to rejoy, his friends. 

The meanest pilgrim in the Christian camp was as 
ager as T'ancred could have been to reach the sacred 


Jerusalem. ‘The Saracens issued forth to the rescue, 
ind but for the timely aid of Tancred, he would have 
‘The prey was brought to 


* Tasso has not omitted this incident, 
¢ Tasso, Jer. Del. c. iii, st. 14, et seq. 
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the Christian camp, and the pilgrims shed tears of joy 
when they learned that the knights bad seen Bethlehem 
and Jerusak m. and even drove the cattle from beneath 
the walls of the holy city. Their impatience now knew 
no bounds; all pressed forwards to ascend the interjacent 
hill, and catch the first sight of Zion’s walls ond towers. 

At length they reached the summit, and the sacred 
city and her environs, hallowed by a thousand awful 
associations, lay full in their view, bright in the beams 
: A mingled sentiment 
of joy and reverence Humbly 
falling on their knees, they kissed the sacred soil, and 
devoutly prayed to God for his farther aid. All the toils 
and all the sufferings they had undergone since the hour 
they had left their homes were forgotten, They reflected 
not that a dubious and a severe conflict awaited them ere 
they could pay their vows at the tombof Christ. Loudly, 
as they gazed on Zion, rose to heaven the psalms and 


of the morning sun of the East. 
pervaded every bosom. 


spiritual songs, in which they gave vent to their pious | 


feclings, and many humbly bared their feet, deeming the 
ground they trod to be holy. 
And surely, even in these days of boasted knowledge 


and philosophy, little to be envied is he who could un-| 


moved look upon Jerusalem and the district which sur- 
rounds her walls. Even should scepticism have chilled 
the fervour of his early feelings, the principle of asso- 
ciation would assert its power ; the scenes of Scripture 
would return to memory in all the charms which first 
invested them, and Jerusalem be gazed on with an in- 
terest no other object could excite. 

The pious and elegant poet who has immortalised the 
first crusade in his verses, thus beautifully and_ truly 
describes the approach of the pilgrims to the holy city. 


I. 


The odorous air, morn’s messenger, now spread 
Its wings to herald, in serenest skies, 
Aurora issuing forth, her radiant head 
Adorned with roses plucked in paradise ; 
When in full panoply the hosts arise, 
And loud and spreading murmurs upward fly, 
Ere yet the trumpet sings ; its melodies 
They miss not long, the trumpet’s tuneful ery 
Gives the command to march, shrill sounding to the sky. 


IT. 


The skilful captain, with a gentle rein 
Guides their desires, and animates their force ; 
And though ’t would seem more easy to restrain 
Charybdis in its mad volubil course, 
Or bridle Boreas in, when gruffly hoarse 
He tempests Apenninus and the gray 
Ship-shaking ocean to its deepest source,— 
He ranks them, urges, rules them on the way ; 
Swiftly they march, yet still with swiftness under sway. 


iil. 


Wing'd is each heart, and winged every heel ; 
They fly, yet notice not how fast they fly ; 
But by the time the dewless meads reveal 
The fervent sun’s ascension in the sky, 
Lo, tower'd Jerusalem salutes the eye! 
A thousand pointing fingers tell the tale ; 
“ Jerusalem !” a thousand voices cry, 

“ All hail, Jerusalem!” hill, down, and dale, 
Catch the glad sounds, and shout, “ Jerusalem, all hail !” 
Iv, 

Thus, when a crew of fearless yoyagers, 
Seeking new lands, spread their audacious sails 
In the hoar Arctic, under unknown stars, 
Sport of the faithless waves and treacherous gales ; 
If, as their little bark the billow scales, 
One views the long-wished headland from the mast, 
With merry shouts the far-off coast he hails, 
Each points it out to each, until at last 
They lose in present joy the troubles of the past. 


Vv. 


To the pure pleasure which that first far view 
In their reviving spirits sweetly shed, 
Succeeds a deep contrition, feelings new,— 


THE CRUSADERS. 








Scarce dare they now upraise the abject head, 
Or turn to Zion their desiring eyes, 
The chosen city! where Messias bled, 
Defrauded death of his long tyrannies, 
New clothed his limbs with life, and reassumed the skies ! 
| vi. 
| Low accents, plaintive whispers, groans profound, 
| Sighs of a people that in gladness grieves, 
And melancholy murmurs float around, 
| Till the sad air a thrilling sound receives, 
| Like that which sobs amidst the dying leaves, 
When with autumnal winds the forest waves ; 
Or dash of an insurgent sea that heaves 
On lonely rocks, or locked in winding caves, 
Hoarse through their hollow aisles in wild low cadence 
| raves. 
} 
vil. 
Each, at his chief’s example, lays aside 
His scarf and feathered casque, with every gay 
And glittering ornament of knightly pride, 
And barefoot treads the consecrated way. 
| Their thoughts, too, suited to their changed array, 
Warm tears devout their eyes in showers diffuse,— 
| Tears, that the haughtiest temper might allay ; 
} And yet, as though to weep they did refuse, 
Thus to themselves their hearts of hardness they accuse. 


| 
} 


Vill. 
| «Were, Lord, where currents from thy wounded side 
Stained the besprinkled ground with sanguine red, 
Should not these two quick springs at least, their tide 
In bitter memory of thy passion shed! 
And melt’st thou not, my icy heart, where bled 
Thy dear Redeemer? still must pity sleep? 
My flinty bosom, why so cold and dead ? 
Break, and with tears the hallowed region steep! 
If that thou weep’st not now, for ever shouldst thou 


weep !”"* 


DESCRIPTION OF JERUSALEM. 

The city of Jerusalem lies upon four hills, extending 
from north to south. T'wo of these hills, Zion and 
Acra, are of a larger, the other two, Moriah and Bezetha, 
of a smaller size. Mount Zion forms the southwest part 
of the town, and from the narrow valley of the Son of 
Hinnom, which runs round it on the south and west, it 
|rises in rugged inaccessible rocks, while on the northeast 
jit declines so slightly, that Mount Moriah, which here 
Joins it, might be considered only a less elevated portion 
jof it. But « valley of some depth and breadth separates 
jit from Acra, which lies north of it. Eastwards of Acra, 
jand northwards of Moriah, lies Bezetha, the lowest and 
smallest of these hills. From thence the ground sinks 
gradually more and more to the north, and terminates in 
aplain, East of Jerusalem, under Bezetha and Moriah, 
runs the valley of Jehoshaphat, through which, from 
north to south, flows the brook Kidron, a torrent in win- 
ter, but its channel is dry during the heats of summer 
and autumn, and the only water then to be found is the 
brackish and unpleasant produce of the fount of Siloah, 
at the foot of Mount Moriah. The valley of Jehosha- 
phat is two thousand paces long, and in the middle four 
hundred paces wide. East of it lies the village of Geth- 








semane, south of which, and opposite Mount Moriah, 
rises the Mount of Olives to double the height of Mount 
Zion, but easy of ascent, and commanding a view as far 
as the shores of the Dead Sea. West of Zion, in the 
valley of Hinnom, were the pool and conduit celebrated 
in Scripture. Hills environ the city on all sides but the 
north; the land, though deficient in water, is good for 
agriculture, but is devoid of wood and pasture, 

The gates of Jerusalem at the time of the first cru- 
sade, were three in number; the gate of St. Stephen on 
the north, that of David on the west, and that of Mount 
Olivet on the east. Double walls surrounded all parts 
of the town which were not sufficiently defended by 
nature, and on the west point of Mount Zion lay the 
strong castle called the Tower of David, built of huge 
masses of stone, cemented with mortar and melted lead. 

On a level space, five hundred paces long, four hun- 





dred paces wide, on the south side of Mount Moriah, 
stood, and still stands, on the site of Solomon’s temple, 
lthe stately mosk erected by Omar, and adorned by the 
| Ommiyade khalif Merwan. The quadrangle wae sur- 
rounded by walls and covered walks ; four arched gates, 
each sixteen feet in height, and seven feet in width, led 
into it from the four cardinal points, and over the gates, 
and at the corners, rose minarets, from which the voice 
of the Imams* summoned the Moslems to prayer. With- 
in this court was a second quadrangle of two hundred 
paces in length, and a hundred and fifty in breadth, ele- 
vated six feet above its level. Its sides ran parallel with 
those of the exterior one, and four short flights of steps, 
opposite the four gates, led up to its area, flagged with 
white marble, on which no one dared to tread, unless 
with bare and pure feet. In the centre rose the octan- 
gular mosk, two hundred and fifty-six paces in circum- 
ference, and sixteen fathoms in height. Its roof, which 
was nearly flat, was covered with lead; and four doors, 
each supported by six pillars of marble or porphyry, 
opened to the north, south, east, and west. The walls 
were covered within and without with white marble ; 
variegated marble covered the floor. The roof was sup- 
ported by four and twenty pillars of gray marble, which, 
formed a large circle ; a smaller circle of sixteen pillars, 
about three feet higher, sustained the cupola, which 
rising at first octangular, like the mosk itself, was finally 
crowned with a small round roof. Doors and windows 
opened from each of its eight sides, giving an easy pas- 
sage out on the flat roof. 

Such was, such, we may say, is, Jerusalem ; and we 
trust that this description, will make the subsequent nar- 
rative clear to the reader. 


The poet, with tolerable accuracy, thus describes the 
situation of the holy city :— 


LY. 


On two bold hills Jerusalem is seen, 
Of size unequal, face to face opposed ; 
A wide and pleasant valley lies between, 
Dividing hill from hill; three sides, the coast 
Lies craggy, difficult, and high, disposed 
In steep acclivities; the fourth is cast 
In gentlest undulations, and enclosed 
By walls of height insuperable and vast, 
That seem to brave the sky, and face the Arctic blast. 


IVI. 


Cisterns for rain, canals, and living fountains 
Make glad the thirsting city ; but around, 

Barren, and bare, and naked are the mountains, 
And scarce one solitary flower is found 

To blossom near: no sylvans, sun-embrowned, 
Shut out the fervid noon ; no valley shines 

With lapse of lakes, nor falling waters sound ; 
One forest yet the blue horizon lines, 

Black with the baleful shades of cypresses and pines. 


LVII. 


Here, toward the regions of the orient day, 
The stately Jordan leads its happy wave ; 
There, where the solemn sunset fades away, 
A sandy shore Levantine billows lave ; 
North, with Samaria Bethel stands, which gave 
Fires to the Golden Calf, of hell beguiled ; 
And last, where Auster from his southern cave 
Let loose the showery winds and tempests wild, 
ae et matron lap received the heaven-born 
chiid, 


LVIII. 


Now as the chief the city’s walls espied— 
Its strength, its site—and in his wisdom weighed 
Where best he could encamp, and on which side 
The hostile towers might safest be essayed, 
To Aladine divine Erminia said, 
Her eager finger pointing to the place ; 
« That Godfrey is, in purple robes arrayed ! 
Observe, with what a military grace 
He moves! august his port, and dignified his pace !"; 


* The Imams are the Mahomedan clergy. 








Grief touched with awe, affection mixed with dread ; | 


* Jer. Del. c. iii. st. 1—8, 


¢ Jer. Del. c. iii. st. 55—53, 
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THE CRUSADERS. 








SIEGE OF JERUSALEM. 

Afdal, the vizier of the khalif of Egypt, had taken 
advantage of the dissensions which broke out among 
the Seljukians, after the death of Malck Shah, to reco- 
ver Syria. Jerusalem had opencd its gates to him after 
a siege of forty days, and the emir Iftikhar-ed-dowlah, 


{cavern a quantity of large beams which had been left 
‘there by the Egyptians at the time of the last siege. The 
artificers were instantly set to work, but such was the 
poverty of the princes, that the money to pay them was 
jonly to be raised from the voluntary contributions of the 
|pilgrims. The Count of 'Toulouse alone was in a con- 
dition to pay his workmen and support his knights. 


(Ornament of the State,) now governed it in the name} 


of the Fatimite khalif. On hearing of the approach of 
the Christians, the first care of the emir was to repair 


the walls and towers of the city, and collect within it 
arms and munitions ; he then laid waste the country to 
a great distance, leaving food for neither man nor beast. 
He expelled from the town all those Christians whose 
fidelity was dubious, allowing only a few to remain on 
payment of large sums of money. Many Christians, 
who, from terror or other motives, had embraced Islam, 
now, emboldened by the vicinity of the Crusaders, re- 
turned to their ancient faith. Among these was a Nor- 
man knight, named Hugh Buduel, who, having fled from 
home for a murder he had committed, had taken refuge 
among the Moslems, and adopted their creed. His know- 
ledge of the language and manners of the Saracens 
made him now highly acceptable to the pilgrims, and 
they readily excused his former apostacy. 

Iftikhar-ed-dowlah had summoned the Moslems of the 
neighbouring towns to repair to the defence of the holy 
city, and he could now count forty thousand warriors 
within its walls. The number of the Christian host, 
including the aged, the sick, and the women, was about 
the same, but it contained only twenty thousand foot, 
and fifteen hundred knights capable of service. 

On the 7th of July, 1099, the pilgrim army came be- 
neath the walls of Jerusalem, and pitched their lines on 


All, however, without exception, old and young, wo- 
/men and children, knights and foot-men, put their hand 
'to the work. Those who could do nothing else, aided 


| 


!to level the ground, or gathered brushwood to make 
jgabions for filling up the trenches. Count Raymond 
|forced his Saracen prisoners, who were men of great 
| strength, to give their aid in conveying the timber. ‘The 
garrison, meantime, remained quite still, for they knew 
that a formidable foe was coming to their aid. 

The burning sun of a Syrian summer now poured its 
fiercest rays on a land where no tree offered shelter from 
the heat, no stream ran to afford a relief from parching 
thirst; the brook of Kidron was a mere dry channel, 
the small supply yielded by the perennial fount of Si- 
loah, was salt and unpalatable; the wells had all been 
filled up by the Saracens, and though fight clouds con- 
tinually excited hopes of rain, those hopes were continu- 
ally deceived, and even the dew of heaven was withheld. 
Water could only be procured at a distance of six miles, 
whence it was fetched in skins on the backs of beasts of 
burden ; and when the pilgrims repaired for it, they were 
assailed by the Arabs, who lay in ambush in the caverns 
and thickets. The supply thus procured was never sufli- 
cient for the army ; it was sold at a high price, and the 
pilgrims fought with each other for the possession of 
small quantities of it. 

The horses and mules were the first to suffer from the 


185 





Jat our insertion of the poet’s noble description of this 


jdrought: 
Lil. 


He spake with voice seraphic; whilst his face 
Shone with a light approaching to divine : 
Godfrey to his prophetic words gave place, 
And turned his thoughts, which never lie supine, 
To other projects ; but the radiant sign 
Of Cancer now receives the sun, which foils 
His schemes, and traverses each wise design ; 
IIeat, unremitted heat, the clime embroils, 
And, wearying, quite unfits his host for martial toils. 


LIII. 
The elysian Pleiads quench their friendly lamps ; 
In heaven’s blue sphere swart planets tyrannise ; 
Whence streams an influence, that informs, and stamps 
On air the impression of their baleful dies ; 
More and mote sultry grow the noxious skies ; 
Yet wide and wider sickness sheds its seeds ; 
More mortal heats descend, and vapours rise ; 
To torturing day more torturing night succeeds ; 
And still the next, and next, superior mischief breeds. 


LIV. 
The glimmering sun ne’er issues from the deep 
But roseate mists his angry face enclose ; 
Ne’er sets, but tears of blood his eye-balls weep,— 
Tears, of a tincture that too well foreshows 
A melancholy morrow doomed to close 
With the like drops, sweat from his sanguine veins ; 
Threatening to rise more fierce than last he rose, 
And sharpening thus the sufferings each sustains, 








the north and west. The camp of the Duke of Lor-| 
raine was under the Tower of David, where the fiercest | 
attacks were to be expected ; Ieft of him were ‘T’'ancred | 
and the Count of Toulouse; then came the troops of, 
Robert of Flanders ; the Duke of Normandy stood before 
the gate of St. Stephen, northwards of the town. The 
lofty hills and deep valleys which surround the remain- 
der of the city, prevented the investment of the other 
sides.* Count Raymond, shortly after, of bis own ac- 
cord, removed his quarters nearer to Mount Zion, in or- 
der to protect the church of the Mother of God, which | 
lay in that direction. Nearly all his knights abandoned 
him, offended at his having acted without consulting 


jinfected the air. The pilgrims themsclves then became 


want of water. They died in heaps, and their bodies 


the victims of thirst and of the burning heat, and the 
fatal south wind, against which they had no shelter. 
They dug holes in the earth and lay naked in them, 
and placed fresh sods on their bosoms to allay the heat, 
but in vain; they drank blood, and licked the bottoms 
of stones which they raised up out of the ground, but 
the refreshment thus obtained was only momentary. 
Their sufferings beneath the walls of Jerusalem far ex- 
ceeded those at Antioch. ‘There it was hunger and the 
rigour of winter; here it was thirst, and the burning 





them; but soon finding that they could not well dis-| 
pense with the pay which they had received from his| 
coffers, they gladly consented to a reconciliation. 

On the fifth day a general assault was made ; the pil- 
grims carried the outer wall after an obstinate combat, | 
but the besieged retired behind the inner wall, and those | 
who attempted to mount it by the aid of ladders were 
hurled to the ground. The princes ordered the horn to 
sound a retreat, and the baffled warriors returned to their 
quarters. 

It was evident now that no miracle, as some had 
fondly expected, would be wrought in favour of the 
army of the cross, that they must prepare for a protract- 
ed siege, and that without military engines the town 
could not be taken. But in this naked region, which 
presented no tree larger than the olive, how was timber 
to be procured! This reflection caused much perplexity 
to both princes and people. At length a Syrian Chris- 
tian conducted them to a valley a few miles from Jeru- 
salem, on the way to Neapolis, (Samaria,) where they 
found a wood, the trees of which, though of no great 
dimensions, were sufficiently large for the construction 
of engines.t Tanered also one day discovered in a 


* Jer. Del. c. iit. st. 64—65. 

+ The poet naturally seized with gladness this oppor- 
tunity for description. His forest, we may perceive, 
yielded much larger timber than the real one: 

LXXIV. 
The duke, when thus his piety had paid 
The funeral rites, and shed his duteous tears, 
Sent all his skilled mechanics to invade 
The forest, guarded by a thousand spears ; 
Veiled by low hills it stood, the growth of years,— 
A Syrian shepherd pointed out the vale, 
And thither brought the camp-artificers 
To fabricate the engines doomed to scale 
The city’s sacred towers, and turn her people pale. 





heat of summer! Even hunger seemed about to come 
to augment their sufferings, and for ten days there was 
no bread to be seen in the camp. 

Many pilgrims, now believing that they were fated 
never to behold the holy sepulchre, went, according to 
usage, to bathe in the Jordan, and to pluck the conse- 
crated palm in Jericho, previous to setting out for Joppa 
on their return home; but the Arabs lay in wait, and 
many were slain by their arrows. Such of the pilgrims 


With long foretasted griefs, and dread of future pains. 
LY. 
Then when at noon he darts his radiance down, 
In compass tar as mortal eye surveys, 
The fair flowers languish, the green turf turns brown, 
The leaves fall yellow from their sapless sprays , 
Earth gapes in chinks; the exhausted fountain plays 
No more its music; shrunk the streams and lakes, 
He subjects all things to his ardent rays; 
The barren cloud, in air expanded, takes 
Semblance of sheeted fire, and parts in scarlet flakes. 


LVI. 

Heaven seems a sable furnace; not a thing 

Speaks freshness to the sight; the frolicsome 
Sweet zephyr, silent, waving not a wing, 

His grotto keeps ; mellifluous air is dumb. 
Not a bird’s fluttering, not an insect’s hum 

Breaks the still void ; or on its sultry gloom 
If winds intrude, ’tis only such as come 

From the hot sands, sirocco or simoom, 


as escaped, hastened to Joppa. There were others, who, | Which, blown in stifling gusts, the springs of life con- 


despairing of ever entering the city, resolved at least to 
kiss its sacred walls; and many, as they approached 
them for that purpose, were crushed beneath the stones 
cast down by the Saracens. 

No reader of taste, we are confident, will feel offended 





LXXV. 


Each cheers on each, and to the general call 
Unwonted ravage rends the woods around ; 

Hewed by the iron’s piercing edge, down fall, 
And with their leafy honours heap the ground, 

Pines, savage ashes, beeches, palms renowned, 
Funereal cypresses, the fir-tree high, 

Maple, and holm with greens eternal crowned, 
And wedded elms to which the vines apply 

Their virgin arms, and curl and shoot into the sky. 


LXXVI. 


Some fell the yews, some fell the warrior oaks, 

Whose trunks have budded to a thousand springs, 
And braved immovable the thousand shocks 

Of Boreas, rushing on his wintry wings; 
And here the alder nods, the cedar swings 

On creaking wheels; some bark the trees, some square ; 
With shouts and clang of arms the valley rings,— 

Sick with the sound, the nymphs their haunts for- 

swear, 
The stork her nest forsakes, the lioness her lair. 
Jer. Del. c. iii. st. 74A—76. 





sume. 
LVIT. 


Nor brings the night more comfort: on her shade 
The glowing sun his radiant impress leaves 
With comets, lightnings, and the golden braid 
Of other kindling fires her veil she weaves : 
Thee, too, sad Earth, the niggard moon bereaves 
Of her delightful dew-drops! not as erst 
In amorous song her druid minstrel grieves ; 
And all the wild-wood bells and blossoms thirst 


For the moist juice which late their fragrant spirits 


nursed. 
LVIII. 


Through these unquiet nights, sweet sleep, exiled, 
Fled from the languid lids of weeping men; 
Nor would by amorous courtship be beguiled, 
Nor flattering words, to spread his wings again : 
But yet their worst of evils was the pain, 
The rage of thirst; Judea’s impious king 
With secret herbs, and drugs of deadlier grain 
Than Styx or sable Acheron could wring 


From their malignant waves, had poisoned every sprag 


LIX. 


And Siloa’s brook, that, gliding clear and swift, 
Gave affluent beverage to the Franks before, 
Has now no freshening virtue in its gift, 
Scarce with warm waves o’erspreads its sandy floor, 


OR 
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Not the broad Po in May, when amplest pour 
which the Indian deems 
when floating o’er 
Green Egypt's boundless plains with even streams, 


His floods, nor Ganges, 
\ god, nor seven-mouthed Nile, 


To their inflamed desires at all superfluous seems. 


bx, 
If any e’er ‘twixt shady woods had seen 
Cool glassy lakes in liquid silver sleep, 
Quick fountains, bubbling up from mosses green, 
Slide down smooth hills, brooks querulously creep 
O’er lustrous stones, or Alpine torrents leap 
Roaring from heaven, he paints them o’er and o’er 
‘T'o his enamoured wish, sweet, icy, deep, 
And, tasting them in fancy, tortures more 
A heart already fired, tormented to its core. 


LXI. 


Warriors robust, whose frames of sturdiest mould 
Not the long march through asperous regions rude, 
Nor iron mails that aye their limbs enfold, 
Nor weapons thirsting for their death, subdued,— 
Tamed by the sultry heat, with sweat embrued, 
Lic both a burden to themselves, and prey ; 
Faint, weak, dissolved in idlest lassitude, 
A secret fire lives in their veins, whose ray 
Eats by degrees their flesh, and melts their bones away. 


LXII. 
Sickens the late fierce steed ; untasted, loathed, 
Stands his once relished, once saluted corn; 
The dancing mane and neck with thunder clothed, 
But late superbly in the battle borne, 
Droops to the ground; the pride of laurels worn 
No more dila 


Glory his hatred, victory seems his scorn ; 


tes his nostrils, swells his veins ; 


His rich caparisons, embroidered reins, 
And sumptuous trophies, all—as baubles he disdains. 


LX1IT, 
Sickens the faithful dog, and for his lord 
And once beloved abode no longer cares 5 
Couchant he lies, by inward furies gnawed, 
And, scorched, gapes momently for lighter airs ; 
But respiration, though it oft repairs 
Nature’s disorders, and corrects the fire 
In feverish bosoms, charmed from healing, bears 
Not now the cool refreshment they require ; 
So hot and stifling blow the breezes they inspire.* 


PREPARATIONS FOR STORMING THE TOWN. 


News now reached the camp that a Genoese fleet, 
carrying wine and provisions, had arrived at Joppa, and 
that the crews were anxious to come and aid in the 
Waldemar Carpinell, a knight in the service of 
the Count of ‘Toulouse, was instantly sent forwards by 
that prince with thirty men to examine the condition 
and security of the road, and Raymond Piletus followed, 
with eighty horse and a proportional number of foot, to 
convoy the strangers to the camp. Between Ramla and 
Lydda, Carpinell was attacked by six hundred Saracen 
horsemen, and his whole party would have been cut off 
hut for the timely arrival of: Piletus. Several of the 
Saracens were slain, some were made prisoners, and the 
rest put to flight. 

Among the captives was one man of lofty stature and 
stately mien; a long white beard flowed down to his 
girdle, and every act showed the noble qualities of a 
pure and upright mind. His appearance moved the 
reverence of the pilgrims, and every eflort was made to 
induce him to renounce his errors and adopt the faith of 
Christ. But firm’to what he believed to be the truth, 
tie venerable Moslem was unmoved, and the pilgrims 
siw themselves compelled by the maxims which then 
prevailed amongst them to put the obstinate infidel to 
death without mercy. How lamentable it is, that the 
ferccity of blind fanaticism should so frequently be 
united with benevolence and natural humanity! When 
will all Christians learn that the love which should dis- 
tinguish the disciples of Christ, can never be evinced by 
cruelty and persecution ? : 


Ssiecre, 


* Jer. Del. ¢. xiii. st. 52—63. 





THE CRUSADERS. 








At Joppa there was only standing the castle, the town 
having been destroyed by the inhabitants; and as there 
is no harbour, the ships were lying in the open road. A 
large Egyptian fleet sailed thither from Ascalon to attack 
them, and the Christians, finding themselves too weak 
to engage the Saracens, abandoned their ships to them, 
when they had taken out all the stores. One vessel 
only escaped to Laodicea. 

The arrival of the new comers was a joyful sight in 
the camp, not only on account of the provisions which 
they brought, but because their tools were better than 
those in use, and the workmen more expert. The 
wealthy Count of Toulouse took the artificers into his 
pay, and the machines now advanced rapidly. The 
garrison, who from the towers saw every thing that was 
done in the Christian camp, were equally active in the 
construction of similar machines. 

As the enemy frequently came out at the east gate, 
and slew or carried off solitary pilgrims, it was now re- 
solved to take possession of the Mount of Olives. <A 
party was stationed there, and soon after two Egyptian 
envoys, who were coming to the tewn without any sus- 
picion, were taken. One was instantly put to death ; 
the other, by threats was made to confess that before 
fourteen days a large army would arrive to the relief of 
Jerusalem. The fate of Dolon was that of the luckless 
envoy ; when he had told all he knew, the pilgrims tied 
his hands and feet together, and attempted to hurl him 
into the town, but the strength of the engine not suffic- 
ing, he fell on the jagged rocks beneath the walls, and 
died miserably, 


RELIGIOUS PROCESSION OF THE PILGRIMS. 


The tidings of the approach of the Egyptian army 
made the princes resolve to lose no time in storming the 
town. The clergy, who called to mind that the walls of 
Jericho had fallen when encompassed seven times by the 
children of Israel, either expecting a similar miracle, or 
more probably deeming that an act of piety would be 
agreeable to Heaven, and would raise the confidence of 
the pilgrims, proposed to the princes to lead the army in 
solemn procession round the walls of Jerusaiem. Visions, 
it was asserted, as usual, came to enforce this advice ; 
the sainted Ademar once: more left his place of rest, 
and appeared to a priest, named Peter; and a venerable 
hermit, who dwelt in a tower on the Mount of Olives, 
and enjoyed the gift of prophecy, came and gave the 
same counsel. The procession was therefore resolved on. 

On the morning of Friday, July the 8th, the whole 
of the pilgrim host issued from their camp, and directed 
their steps southwards along the valley of Hinnom, to 
the church of the Mother of God, on Mount Zion. At 
their head walked the bishops and clergy, clothed in 
white, bearing crosses, relics, and images of the saints ; 
then came the knights, followed by the people, all fully 
armed, with banners raised and trumpets sounding ; 
each pilgrim’s feet were bare, and each prayed aloud to 
the saints for their intercession. From Mount Zion they 
entered the valley of Jehoshaphat, and directed their steps 
towards the Mount of Olives. As they moved along 
with trumpets sounding, and prayers and hymns ascend- 
ing to heaven, the Saracens, who had at first viewed 
them with silent amazement, followed their course on 
the walls, carrying crosses, which they spat on and other- 
wise insulted, and with their arrows they wounded some 
of the pilgrims who had ventured too near the walls. 

At length the procession ascended the Mount of Olives, 
and here, where the Saviour had shed tears over the city 
which blindly and obstinately refused to hearken to his 
calls to repentance, and whence, in view of his asto- 
nished disciples, h@ had ascended to take possession of 
the glory which awaited him, on this hallowed mount 
where every spot recalled the memory of Him who had 
commanded his disciples to love one another, Arnulf, 
the chaplain of the Duke of Normandy, standing on an 
elevated situation, in an eloquent and impressive harangue 
called on all to lay aside their enmities, and unite as 
brethren in the cause of God. Then Raymond and 
Tancred, whose enmity had been most injurious to the 
Christian cause, gave each other the hand ; their exam- 
ple was followed by others. The hermit, at whose call 
they all had taken arms, then addressed them, urging 
them to persevere, and deliver the Saviour, who was 
daily crucified in the city which Jay before them. 





With evening the pilgrims re-entered their camp full 
of joyful anticipations, and their chiefs ordered them to 
prepare for the assault on the following Thursday. 

The above striking scene of the procession is thus de- 
scribed by the poet (Jer. Del. c. xi. st. 1—15.) :— 


I. 


Whilst thus the captain of the Christian nations, 
Whose constant thoughts on the assault were bent, 
Prepared, to shake to their most deep foundations 
The city walls, each warlike instrument— 
Forth came the hermit from his morning tent; 
And, taking him aside with solemn air, 
In these grave words arrested his intent : 
« Arms of this world, O chief, dost thou prepare ? 
Know, ’tis celestial aid that first should claim thy care! 


Il. 
“ Begin from heaven; invoke with holy hymn, 
With public prayer and reverential deed, 
The armed hosts of saints and seraphim, 
By whose blest aid suecess may be decreed ; 
In sacred garments Ict the priests precede, 
And tuneful psalms with suppliant voices raise ; 
Whilst thou and thy illustrious nobles lead 
The multitude along, that, as they gaze, 
Shall catch from you the flame of piety and praise.” 


1II. 
Severely spake the army’s ghostly guide, 
And virtuous Godfrey owned the words were wise ; 
«“ Servant approved of Jesus!” he replied, 
«“ Well pleased I follow thy inspired advice ; 
Thus, then, whilst I to these solemnities 
My captains, lords, and chevaliers invite, 
Seek thou the ministers of sacrifice, 
William and Ademar; with them unite,— 
The sacred pomp prepare, and ceremonial rite. 
1V. 
The seer, the bishops, and the monks next morn, 
With all the canons of inferior class, 
Meet in a valley far from camp withdrawn, 
Where, round an altar on the hallowed grass, 
The priests were wont to solemnize high mass ; 
White robes they wear; the pastors of the flocks 
Have on their sacerdotal albs, which pass 
In front divided o’er their golden frocks, 
Clasped with aigrafles of pearl; starred mitres crown their 
locks. 
Vv. 
Peter alone, before, spread to the wind 
The sacred sign which seraphim revere ; 
The choir with slow and solemn steps behind 
In two long ranks, apart, their voices rear 
In heavenly hymns and anthems, that insphere 
The spirit of sweet praise and humble prayer, 
Sung in alternate chorus; last appear 
William and Ademar,—the reverend pair 
Bring up their arriére bands in order passing fair. 
vi. 
Great Bouillon next, without companion, passed, 
As kings and princes; by two and two 
The captains followed in his steps; and last, 
The total host in distribution due, 
Armed for defence: thus marshall’d, they marehed thro” 
The portal-gates ; all tumult far was flown; 
Nor brazen horn ferocious clamours blew, 
Nor war-cry shrilled ; to heaven arose alone 
Piety’s suppliant voice in music’s melting tone. 
Vil. 
Thee, Father! thee they sing, coequal Son! 
And thee, blest Spirit! in whom both combine ; 
All-pitying, saving, all-eonsoling One! - 
Thee, Virgin-Mother of the Man divine! 
And ye, who o’er the bright-wing’d hosts that shine 
Around, in triple orbs vicegerence have, 
Princedoms ! your succour they invoke; and thine, 
Baptist beloved ! that in the less pure wave, 
Pure Mary’s sacred Son immaculate didst lave. : 


Vill. ‘ 


Thee too they hail, the strong, the stable rock 
Whereon the Church is built; whose gentle pleas 
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THE CRUSADERS. 





Win now thy new successor to unlock 
The gracious gates of pardon and of peace; 
And the twelve heralds who, o’er lands and seas 
Adventuring, published with their latest breath 
Their Lord’s triumphant apotheosis ; . 
And those who, seized, tormented for the faith, 
Proved with their blood its power, and sealed its truth 
with death. 
IX. 
To saints whose writings point the path to truth 
And bliss, no less soft supplications swell; 
To Christ’s dear handmaid, who in bloom of youth 
The nobler part of life selected well ; 
To the chaste virgins that in cave or cell 
With solemn nuptials were espoused to God ; 
And those who, braving kings and nations fell, 
The lictor’s axe, the pretor’s torturing rod, 
Strait Virtue’s thorny path magnantmously trod. 


x. 
Thus worshipping, thus chanting in their zeal, 
Circling the long, long plain, the people came 
With easy pace to Olivet, a hill 
Fruitful in olives, whence it takes its name ; 
A hiil long signalized by sacred fame 
Through the wide world; like a majestic queen 
East of the town it soars, as if to claim 
The ascendant, parted only by the green 
Vale of Jehoshaphat, which fills the space between. 


XI. 
Thither the tuneful army tends, and fills 
The heaven with melody ; the vales ring round, 
And answering Echo from her haunted hills, 
From secret caves and hollow glens profound, 
A thousand times repeats the charming sound ; 
You would have thought a choir of dryads near, 
Sang from the groves-and grottoes under ground ; 
So variously, and aye so sweet and clear, 
Jesu, Maria’s name rewarbled back they hear. 


XII. 


On the town walls the curious pagans stand, 
Silent as summer night; in much amaze 
At rites so strange, unwonted pomps so grand, 
Their solemn march, and humble hymns of praise ; 
Long on the sacred spectacle they gaze; 
But when the novelty of show is o’er, 
A scornful yell the wicked miscreants raise, 
That with loud blasphemies the mountains hoar, 
Woods, torrents, towers, the rocks, and winding valleys 
roar. 
X1IT. 
But not for this their pure, melodious song 
The Christians cease; the clamours of their foes 
Unmoved they slight, as they would slight a throng 
Of chattering swallows or loquacious crows; 
Nor can the arrows which their strong cross-bows 
Loose, at such distance, from the dancing string, 
“Their orderly array to discompose, 
Strike them with fear, or mar the notes they sing; 
Full to their purposed close the hymns commenced they 
bring. 
XIV. 
Next, for commuiion, on the mountain’s height, 
The sacramental altar beautified 
With sculptured images they raise, and light 
The golden lamps on either side; 
Then other vestments, more divinely dyed, 
With gold engrained, the pontiff William wears ; 
And, after silent thought, to God their guide 
Lowly he bends, and asks, in fervent prayers, 
Peace for sins past, and grace against impending snares, 


xv. 
Whilst humbly round, the near spectators bend, 
The more remote attend with steadfast eyes 
His speaking lips; when now there was an end 
Of the pure rites and mystic sacrifice, 
The bishop turned, and lifting toward the skies 
His sacerdotal hands, the armies blessed ; 
Then cried to them, “ Depart!” The companies, 
With silent pomp slow wheeling to the west, 
By the same path returned which they before had pressed. 
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STORMING OF THE CITY. 


The machines were all completed against the ap- 
pointed time. Duke Godfrey and Count Raymond had 
each built a wooden tower. ‘These were lofty and square, 
with a double covering of strong timber on the side next 
the city; the outer covering was so contrived, that it 
might be Iet drop on the walls, and so serve as a bridge 
for those who were in the tower to enter the town, while 
the inner one was covered with hides, which protected 
it sufficiently against fire and missiles. 

During the night which preceded the assault, Duke 
Godfrey and the two Roberts of Flanders and Normandy, 
who had remarked that the walls were strongest, and 
the defenders most numerous, in the part opposite their 
camp, prudently resolved to change their position. They 
accordingly had all their machines taken to pieces, and 
carried and set up on the east side of the city, between 
the gate of St. Stephen and the valley of Jehoshaphat. 
The Count of Toulouse also had, at great expense, a 
hollow filled up, which lay between his tower and the 
wall. In the morning the Saracens, missing the camp 
of the Duke of Lorraine, fondly hoped that he was gone 
away, but soon, to their consternation, they saw him 
preparing to give the assault in the weakest spot of their 
walls. 

The assault now commenced; the artillery of the 
Christians hurled stones and darts against the walls; but 
sacks, filled with wool, straw, and chaff, and transverse 
beams of timber, which were suspended by the besieged, 
prevented their doing any injury. he Crusaders boldly 
went up to the walls, but personal valour could little 
avail against the stones and timber that were hurled 
down by the besieged. Pots of boiling oil and burning 
sulphur were emptied out on them, while flaming darts 
set their military machines on fire, which could only be 
extinguished by a prodigious expenditure of water. Night 
terminated the conflict. The Christians augured wel! 
from the circumstance of the Saracens not having been 
able, with all their efforts, to injure a holy crucifix which 
was fixed on the summit of Duke Godfrey’s tower. Each 
party passed the night in anxiety, fearful of a surprise, 


and few could enjoy the repose which the prospect of 


the toils of the morrow enjoined. 

With the dawn each warrior took the place he had 
occupied the preceding evening. The conflict was re- 
newed with redoubled vigour. The Christiens were 
enraged at their disappointment the day before, and the 
Saracens knew well the fate which awaited them if the 
town was taken by storm. 
Duke Godfrey, all the efforts of the besieged were now 
directed ; for this purpose they filled a large beam with 
hooks and nails, between which they fastened tow, straw, 
and other combustible substances, on which they poured 
pitch, oil, and wax ; then setting fire to it in several places, 
they flung it against the tower, to which it adhered. 
The Christians instantly endeavoured to pull it down, 
but the Saracens had fastened a chain about the middle 
of it, and they held it fast. ‘The flames spread wide, 
and now menaced all the machines of the besiegers with 
destruction ; water was poured on them in vain. For- 
tunately, the crusaders had provided vinegar for such an 
emergency, and it was found effectual. 

The conflict had now endured for seven hours; many 
of the pilgrims had retired wearied and hopeless. The 
Duke of Normandy and the Earl of Flanders advised to 
remove the engines, and defer the assault till the following 
day. Duke Godfrey kept his men together with difficulty. 
The Saracens were exulting in the hopes of deliverance. 
Suddenly, say the historians, about the hour in which 
our Lord had been placed on the cross, Godfrey cast his 
eyes towards the Mount of Olives, and there beheld a 
knight swinging his glittering shield, as a signal to them 
to go on. “Look,” cried the duke; “see ye not the 
heavenly sign motioning you onwards?” All now ea- 
gerly pressed on with renewed confidence ; the sick, and 
even the women, grasped arms to share in the danger, 
and in the high reward of victory or death. The engines 
whirled huge stones into the town. The besieged, in 
their despair, had finally recourse to magic: they placed 
on the walls two sorceresses, whose éharms they hoped 
would avert the storm of war; but as they began their 
conjurations, a stone from an engine came and crushed 
to death both them and the three maidens who attended 
them ; and the pilgrims hailed this as another declaration 


To destroy the tower of 


of Heaven in their favour. In less than an hour the 
outer wall was broken down, the ground cleared and 
levelled, and the duke’s tower brought close to the inner 
wall. All the beams, bags of straw, and other means of 
defence of the Saracens, were set on fire. ‘The wind 
was from the north, and it blew the flame and smoke 
into the town; the besieged were nearly blinded and 
suffocated. The bridge fell from Duke Godfrey’s tower 
on the wall. T'wo brothers from Flanders, narned Ludolf 
and Engelbert, sprang on it fr@m the second story, and 
were the first to stand on the walls of Jerusalem ; Godfrey, 
his brother Eustace, and several other knights and _pil- 
grims, followed them from the upper story ; others placed 
ladders against the walls and mounted them. ‘The Sara- 
cens fled, pursued by the duke and his followers. At 
the command of Godfrey, the gate of St. Stephen was 
burst open, and with loud cries of “ God help! God 
help!” the crusaders poured in, and filled the streets. 
Heaven, we are told, was not wanting in its aid; some 
averred that they saw bishop Ademar and a numerous 
company of those crusaders who had died before the 
siege, leading the pilgrims on, and planting the standard 
of the cross on the towers of Jerusalem.* The city 
now resounded with the shouts of the victors, and the 
unavailing cries for mercy of the vanquished. 

Count Raymond was meantime very hard pressed, 
and his tower was now so shattered, that no one would 
venture to ascend it. But just at this time, the Saracens 
in the tower of David, hearing that the town was taken 
at the other side, offered to surrender it to the count, 
under a promise of being set at liberty and conducted 
safely to Ascalon. Raymond accepted the terms, and 
afterwards faithfully kept his word, though he was 
strongly condemned for such culpable lenity by the other 
Crusaders, The Provengals now pressed with such eager- 
ness into the town, that no less than sixteen of them 
were crushed to death in the gates. 'Tanecred, as he urged 
his way through the unknown streets, to his amazement 
heard the sound of voices singing the .VWiserere, and 
found that it proceeded from the Christians of Jerusalem 
who were assembled in terror in the church of the Holy 
He left them a guard for their protection, 
and hasted on. ‘The Saracens fled from the streets into 
the houses for shelter; ten thousand of them crowded 
within the walled area of the mosk of Omar, but the 
Christians speedily burst’ the gates, and rushing in, 
{slaughtered them so pitilessly and so rapidly, that, as 
| the historian says, “in the temple and porch of Solomon 
they rode in blood up to the knees and to the horses’ 


| ” eer 
| bridles. Ihree hundred, who had escaped up to the 


Sepulchre. 





lroof, were granted their lives by T'anered, who planted 
his banner on the mosk to protect them. The temple 
contained twenty golden and four hundred silver lamps ; 
its walls were covered with metal, and within it lay 
many articles of great value. All these became the prey 
of 'l'ancred, but as he was in the service of the Duke of 
Lorraine, he was obliged to share the booty with him, 
and also to give up a portion to the Church. 

The Crusaders now sped away to the synagogue of the 
Jews, These unfortunate people, the hereditary enemies 
of Christ, had no mercy to expect from his faithful lieges, 
Short work was made with them ; the synagogue was set 





* Tasso, (Jer. Del. c. xviii. st. 92-96), makes a fine 
use of this fiction. Ademar appears among the celestial 
warriors, though the poet makes him, who had died at 
Antioch, be alive so late as the time of the procession, 
and fall by the hand of the female warrior, Clorinda. 

The poet’s description of the planting of the standard 
of the cross on the walls of Jerusalem is exquisitely beau 
tiful : 

The glorious ensign in a thousand wreaths 

And folds voluminous rejoicing twines ; 
It seems the wind on it more sweetly breathes ; 
It seems the sun on it more brightly shines ; 
That each tossed javelin, each aimed shaft declines 
To strike the staff; the streets hosannas sound ; 
Floods clap their hands, on mountains dance the pines ; 
Seems it that Sion, that her green hills crowned, 
Stoop from the clouds their crests, and bend adoring round, 
C. xviil. st. 100, 


The seventh line, which is due to Fairfax, has nothing 


corresponding to it in the original. Ihe entire stanza 





falls far short of the truth and simplicity of the Italian, 
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on fire, and all within it burned te death. ‘The massacre | 
still continued in all parts of the city; 








His service. And farther, as humility towards his supe-| it, by which means the food which was prepared for their 


} 


blood ran in| rior formed an essential part of the character of a vassal,! meals frequently was cold before they could cat it. In 


streams; the streets were strewed with mangled limbs.|we shall the less wonder to see the warrior who had] the eyes of the judges this was a very small fault, and 
ruthlessly slaughtered those whom he regarded as the} as, moreover, Godfrey, a native of the borders of France 
foes of his Lord, and the unjust usurpers of his naritege,| and Germany, and acquainted with the language of each 


As it had been agreed that each crusader should possess | 
whatever house or other place he made himself master | 


of, the warriors dispersed in small parties in quest of gain. | 


becoming humble and contrite in those places which 


country, possessed the art of appeasing the disputes 


Now all the houses were burst open, and all their in-| reminded him of all that his gracious Lord had done and| which so frequently broke out between the two peoples, 


mates, old and young, men, women, and children, | 
Even simple death was 
modes of it were varied. } 


slaughtered without remorse, 
not deemed sufficient; the 
Some were compelled to jump from the towers, others | 
were flung from the windows; infants were snatched 
from the breasts of their mothers, and their brains dashed 
out against the walls or doorosts. Some unhappy 
wretches were roasted before slow fires, to make them 
declare where their wealth was secreted. Out of forty 
thousand, or, according to the Oriental writers, seventy 
thousand Saracens, there remained not enough alive to 
bury the dead, and the poorer sort of pilgrims were 
obliged to give their aid in the work when the victors) 
began to clear and purify the town, 

As long as the Saracens resisted, Duke Godfrey fought | 
valiantly against them, and chased them through the| 
strects, slayit g without pity the polluters of the holy | 
places. He then clad himself in the pilgrim’s frock, and 
hasted to the church of the Holy Sepulchre to humble 





himself before his Lord. 

The shades of evening were now falling, and the 
warriors, fatigued with slaughter, sheathed their swords, | 
and thought of repose. 
they were now in the city which contained the holy 
places, the deliverance of which had been the object of 
their pilgrimage and their warfare. Then each pilgrim 
purified his person and his arms from the blood of the 
infidels; he bared his head and feet, and in humble 
attitude moved through the streets, which still ran blood, 
to the place where his Saviour had died for him, and 
had been Jaid in the tomb. The shout of triumph, the 
shrick of despair, no longer resoufded through the 


to be heard only the hymn of praise and thanksgiving 
and the prayer of penitence, as with downcast looks the |i 
warriors sought the Mount of Calvary. 
of the place received them with loud expressions of | « 
gratitude for the deliverance their arms had achieved, }1 
and much did they extol the hermit, who had thus 
fulfilled the promise made five years before. The pil- | 
grims could not satiate themselves with viewing the holy || 
places; they confessed their sins, and promised amend-|t 





ment of life. 


How wonderful, nay almost incredible, is this sudden} ensure them ultimate success. 
change from the most remorseless cruelty to such meek | quests were to be retained, ene single head was required, 
Yet like every well-attested action |and it was resolved to choose among the princes a king 
of man, it must have been conformable to the principles | of Jerusalem. 


and fervent piety ! 


of his nature; and the enquirer has only to examine 


what were the circumstances which on this occasion| Arnulf, and the bishop of Matera in Calabria, to extend 


modified the general principles. ‘The barbarism of man-|t 


ners of the Latin nations might suffice to explain the | pope and his adherents were labouring to establish in 

Europe. 
since the deaths of the bishops of Puy and Orange, their 
morals had been so relaxed, that they had lost their in- 
fluence with the people. 
particular, had been put into verse, and these ballads 
were in the mouths of all the pilgrims. 


eruelty, but whence arose its conjunction with humility ? 
Of this we must confess we can only find the solution in 
the feudal principle, which was then at its height, and 
whose influence we may trace in the religion as well as 
the manners of the times. He will form a very erroneous 
estimate of the religion of the Crusaders, who measures 
it by the standard of the gospel. The pure and beneti- 
cent system which its pages present, had been strangely 
deformed by the admixture of the ideas belonging to the 
martial creed of the Gothic and Germanic tribes, and 
unfortunately the nature of the Mosaic dispensation was 
then misunderstood, as it afterwards was by the fanatics] a 
of the seventeenth century in our own country. Weld 
find the historians of the crusade, though liberal as the 
puritans of passages of scripture, deriving their quotations e 


almost exclusively from the Old Testament, applying to/ tification of rejection, declared that he would not be a 


Christians what was designed solely for Israelites, and|k 
calmly representing the slaughter of the heathen as good 
service done unto God. 

From this mingled spirit of feudalism and religion, a 
crusader must have regarded himself as the vassal of 


peril of life and limb, whom he was to love and obey ; 
and who, on His side, would protect and reward with 
possessions, either in this world or in that which was to 
come, the faithful vassal who cheerfully risked his life in 








Suddenly they reflected that} task, and spite of all the efforts of Tancred, the Saracens, 
to whom he had given quarter in the mosk, were all 
massacred. Three days after, it was unanimously agreed 
to put all the remaining Saracens to death, lest they 
should aid the efforts of the approaching Egyptian army. 
Even the children of a year old were not spared by these 
ferocious vassals of a meek and gentle lord! 
Raymond, 
though the more zealous could see in his 
nothing but the meanness of avarice. 
streets; a solemn silence had sueceeded, and now were|gretted that the Duke of Lorraine does not appear as an 


ITere the clergy | was not to be spared, and to have differed from others 


all, both high and low, for one object, had sufficed to 


brilliant qualities of the candidates should be considered, 
but that their private lives should be enquired into. For 
this purpose their servants and attendants were exam- 
ined. 


Land, if he should be made king. Raymond himself, 


crown of Jerusalem, which he judged would be an un- 
easy one, and therefore little suited to his indolent temper. 


advantage was, that whenever he entered a church there 
Jesus Christ, the Lord and King of the whole earth,! was no prevailing on him to come out of it till he had 
whose rights and honour he was bound to maintain at|wearied every one there with his enquiries about every 
picture in it, and every history of a saint connected with 





ing of the town will be found in the Jer. Del. c, xviii. 


sullered for him. 


and altogether had more of the qualities requisite for the 


We would also, ere we quit the subject of feudalism,} government of a new state than any other of the princes, 


beg of the reader to observe how little there bas ap-|the choice fell upon him. 


peared, in the history of the first Crusade, of that ideal 
state of manners termed chivalry. No one surely will 
take ‘T'ancred, brave and generous as he was, for the mo- 
del of a perfect knight of romance. As little of chivalry 
will appear in the subsequent history of the Crusades. 
In fact, chivalry never existed but in the brains of ro- 
mancers, and no one ever dreamed of mingling it with 
the Crusades till after the appearance of 'T'asso’s splendid 
epic, which displayed the events and characters of real 
history in the garb of fiction,* and which may be in 
some measure regarded as the parent of the historic ro- 
mance of modern times, from which last species of com- 
position we should vainly seek to derive just ideas of the 
times and manners which it affects to describe. 


ELECTION OF A KING. 


The horrid work of slaughter was not yet over; the 
Crusaders arose next morning fresh and vigorous to their 


Count 
his prisoners, 
conduct 
It is to be re- 


however, nobly protected 


idvocate for mercy, but he seems to have been as fully 
mbued as any with the belief that the enemy of Christ 


only in this, that his cruelty was unalloyed with selfish- 
1css, 

Hitherto the pilgrim army had had no commander-in- 
chief, each prince acted independently, and the whole 
resented the aspect of a military confederacy, rather 
han that of a regular army. The valour and union of 


But now that the con- 


On the 22d July 1099, he 
was proclaimed King of Jerusalem, in the church of the 
Holy Sepulchre, amidst the choral chaunt of hymns to 
Heaven. But he was not crowned or anointed, as his 
humility would not permit him to wear a crown of gold 
in the place where his Lord had borne one of thorns. 
Arnulf was shortly after made chancellor of the church 
of Jerusalem, and overseer of the holy places and hospi- 
tals, till the appointment of a patriarch; for the patri 
archate was now vacant, the venerable Simeon having 
died a short time before in Cyprus. 

The new king now required Count Raymond to put 
the tower of David into his possession, and on his hesi- 
tating to do so, declared that he would lay down his dig- 
nity if any place was withheld from him. The count, 
urged by the other princes, put it into the hands of the 
Bishop of Albara, who instantly gave it up to Godfrey, 
pretending that he could not withstand superior force. 
Raymond, in indignation, then left Jerusalem and went 
on a pilgrimage to the, Jordan. 

The new monarch, agreeably to the piety of his cha- 
racter, instantly set about regulating the religious insti- 
tutions at Jerusalem. The monks, who had accompa- 
nied the pilgrims from Europe, were assigned a hand- 
some establishment in the valley of Jehoshaphat, as a 
reward for their piety and perseverance. 

But what most conduced at this time to augment the 
joy and confidence of the pilgrims, was the discovery of 
a piece of the True Cross on which their Lord had suf- 
fered. A Christian inhabitant of Jerusalem came and 
told some of the knights, that during the time of the 
siege, he had buried in the earth, to conceal it from the 
infidels, a cross half an ell long, and ornamented with 
gold, in which was inserted a piece of the True Cross. 
On a Friday, all the people, headed by the clergy, wentin 
solemn procession to the designated place, and with loud 
hymns of joy raised the sacred relic, and bore it to the 
church of the Holy Sepulchre, and the custody of it was 
committed to Arnulf, the representative of the patriarch. 
As we proceed, we shall find this holy cross inspiring 
the Christians with a valour that nothing could with- 
stand. 





A vain attempt was made by the clergy, headed by 
o the Holy Land, the theocratic principle, which the 


But the princes took little heed of them, as, 


The irregularities of Arnulf in 


It was resolved by the electors, that not alone the more 


Those of Count Raymond said much to his dis- 
dvantage, but, as was afterwards asserted, they were in- 
uced to do so through fear of being detained in the Holy 


ither not courting royalty, or willing to escape the mor- 


ing ; and Robert of Normandy showed no desire for the 


All that the servants of Duke Godfrey said to his dis- 


BATTLE OF ASCALON. 


Nearly a month had elapsed since the conquest of the 
holy city, when sure tidings came of the approach of 
an immense Egyptian army, under the command of the 
vizier Afdal. Leaving a sufficient garrison in the tower 
of David, Godfrey set out with brother Eustace, Tan- 
cred, and Robert of Flanders, at the head of all the troops 
he could collect. He marched by Ramla to the sea-coast, 
along which he directed his course towards Ascalon. 
On the way the pilgrims captured some Arabs; from 
these they learned that the vizier was advancing by 
land, and a numerous fleet was sailing along the coast, 
laden with provisions and all kinds of military stores, 
and that moreover Afdal had vowed the bloodiest ven- 
geance on the Franks, and the destruction of all the holy 
places. 

It was immediately resolved to send the Bishop of 
Matera to summon Raymond and the Duke of Nor- 
mandy to the aid of their brethren, and Arnulf was re- 
quired to come with the true cross, that its presence 
might exalt the courage of the pilgrims. It was not 
without some difficulty that the obstinacy of Count Ray. 
mond was overcome. Peter the Hermit too declined 
being present in the field, and he stayed at Jerusalem in 


the place of Arnulf. 


All the pilgrims were present in the camp, which was 


pitched between Joppa and Ascalon, and here all bound 
themselves not to plunder till the victory had been com- 
pletely gained. Next morning clouds of dust were seen 
in the distance, and judging that they must be caused 
by the approach of the enemy, the Christians set them- 


* Most of the preceding circumstances of the storm-| selves in battle array ; but soon they beheld only horses, 








camels, and oxen, guided by a few herdsmen, and 
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guarded by a small party of horsemen. This booty fell while the Christians lost only a few foot-men, not aj} secuted the married clergy s 





into their hands; and from the Arabs they learned that 
the army of Afdal consisted of a hundred thousand horse, 
and forty thousand foot. In their own camp the Chris- 
tian leaders counted but five thousand horse, and fifteen 
thousand foot, yet, nothing daunted by the odds, they 
thought only of victory. The greater number passed 
the night in the open air, and each pilgrim looked with 
impatience for the appearance of the dawn. 
Morning at length came. It was a Thursday, the 
2th of August, and a dawn more bright than usual 
summoned the pilgrims to the toils of this eventful day.* 
Each confessed his sins to a priest, and Arnulf blessed 


the people with the holy cross. ‘The Moslem emir of 


Ramla, who was in the camp, was filled with amazement 
at their joy and exultation ; he enquired the cause from 
Godtrey, who told him that it was their reliance on tueir 
Saviour and his holy cross, and the confidence which 
they felt of being admitted to the joys of heaven if they 
fell in the fight. The emir, it is said, then requested that 
he also might be blessed with the sacred relic. 

The Christian army advanced in three divisions: 
Godfrey led the left; the count of Toulouse the right, 
along the sea-shore; the centre was conducted by Eus- 
tace, Tancred, and the counts of Normandy and Flan- 
ders. ‘I'he loud shouts of the Crusaders, and the glit- 


tering of their arms, appalled the enemies, who did not | 


think they would venture to face them in the open field. 
The cattle too, which the Christians had captured, being 
driven along by the command of Godfrey, increased the 
dust, and magnified, in the eyes of the Saracens, the 
number of their foes. 

At the brook in the vale of Sorek, Arnulf and the 
clergy stayed; the army passed over, and advanced 
against the Saracens. Count Raymond took his station 
among the gardens, which extend from the town to the 
sea; Godfrey stood against the gate of Ascalon, to pre- 
vent a sally of the garrison ; the Duke of Normandy and 
the other chiefs led their men against the host of Egypt. 
A thick hail of arrows from the Moors, who knelt in 
front of the Saracenic host, protected by large shields, 
received them as they advanced. The clangor of trum- 
pets, the din of kettle-drums, the strokes and the dread- 
ful sound of the iron flails, which the Azopart (as the 
historians call the negro-troops) swung round and struck 
against corslet and shield, and the heads of the horses, 
daunted not the champions of the cross. Robert of Nor- 
mandy forced’ his way through the Azopart, reached the 
place where the royal standard was displayed before the 
vizier, and slew the man who held it. ‘Tancred, Eus- 
tace, and Robert of Flanders, pressed forwards, and 
about the hour in which our Lord was placed on the 
cross, the strength of the Saracens waxed faint, and 
they turned and fled. Godfrey cut them off from the 
town; they made to the sea, but here the sword of the 
Provencals mowed them down, and a vast number of 
those who reached it perished in the waves. ‘Tancred 
and Eustace had meantime stormed the hostile camp ; 
but negligent of their vow, the pilgrims turned to plun- 
der, and a large body of Saracens was preparing to fal! 
upon them, when Godfrey descended the hill on which 
he stood, called them back to arms, and the Saracens 
turned and fled to the town. Many were crushed to 
death in the gate, some climbed the trees, hoping thus to 
be concealed, but they only became thereby defenceless 
marks for the arrows of the Crusaders. Afdal himself 
escaped with difficulty to the town, leaving behind him 
his splendid scimitar, which was sold by the pilgrim 
into whose hands it fell for sixty byzants. Getting on 
board the fleet he made sail for Egypt, in grief and de- 
spair at the total rout of his arms, and the failure of all 
his magnificent projects. The loss of the Saracens in 
this decisive battle, is stated at thirty thousand men, 





* All stood prepared, and, thro’ the long, long night, 
Expectant pined for morn’s returning ray ; 

Ne’er did the blue sky show so clear and bright, 
As in the dawning of that noted day ; 

Aurora smiled, and seemed in her array 
Of purple radiance with the sun to vie: 

Her amethystine crown she shakes away, 
All becomes gold ; and, without film, the sky 

On great and glorious deeds opes slow its glorious eye. 
Jer. Del. c. xx. st. 5. 
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» violently that the Archbi- 
|shop of Rheims found it necessary to moderate his zeal. 


jsingle knight being among the slain.* 
Next morning a part of the pilgrim army set out for |The pope and all the holy men of the time vied in their 
Jerusalem. The hills and dales resounded, as they | praises of the pious Count of Flanders. But the death 
passed along them, with the loud and joyous notes of|of Robert was inglorious. In the year 1111, the royal 
| their trumpets and cornets; they clashed their cymbals | troops marched against Thibaut, the refractory Count of 
jin unison, and the voices of the wariiors mingled in| Blois; the banner of France was followed by the Count 
|harmony with their martial music. On their arrival |of Flanders, but near Meaux they met with a check, and 
|their brethren came forth to meet them; they advanced |as they were retiring over the bridge on the Maine, 
|to the church of the Holy Sepulchre, and returned | Robert’s horse fell and trampled on him. He died of the 
thanks to the Saviour, who had granted them so glori-|injury on the third day, and was buried in his town of 
ous a victory, and placed in it as a trophy the banner of | Arras, 
the khalif of Egypt. | Robert of Normandy was less fortunate. On_ his re- 
| Had the Crusaders lost the battle of Ascalon, as they |turn through Apulia, he became acquainted with Sibylia, 
probably would had their opponents been Turks, their |daughter of William Count of Conversana, a maiden ot 
|infant empire would have been crushed, and few of them surpassing beauty and high mental endowmenis; he 
‘had ever beheld their native land. lsought her hand, and his suit was successful. The 
charms of his wife, and the delights of the climate, de- 
jtained him an entire year in Apulia. Meantime his 
brether Henry had obtained posse-sion of England and 
Robert at length prepared to assert his 


DEPARTURE OF THE PILGRIMS, 


After waiting some time in vain expectation of the , Normandy. 
surrender of Ascalon, Godfrey moved his army along the | rights; the English nation were mostly in his favour, but 
coast to Arsoof, but the garrison of this place had been, |he made such delay, and managed his affairs so ill, that 
like that of Ascalon, secretly advised by Raymond not | he was obliged to resign his claim to the English crown, 
to surrender. Godfrey and his knights were filled with | Unfortunately for him, the Duchess Sibylla, whose wis- 
rage at this conduct of the Count of Toulouse, and they |dom equaled her beauty, and whose prudence corrected 
advanced with banners displayed, to Caesarea, where he | his folly, died within a few years, and the Normans, 
and the other princes lay; but by the efforts of the Wearied out with his negligence, invited over King 
Count of Flanders and some others, the warriors of the | Henry. 
cross were prevented from turning their arms against | bis unnatural brother, who imprisoned him in the castle 
each other, and Raymond soon after set out for Laodicea. ,ot Cardiff, where he died after a confinement of twenty- 

In the camp at Cesarea, the chief pilgrims announced eight years. 
to Godfrey their intention of returning home, as by this | Edgar Atheling, the faithful companion of Robert, 
last victory they had placed his kingdom in security.| Whom he so much resembled, and whose prosperity and 
The pious prince sought not to detain them; he em- | adversity he shared, lived to a great age, on a moderate 
braced and with tears bade farewell to the companions | pension assigned him by the King of England. 
of his toils and his triumphs, and besought them, when| The reader will doubtless be curious to learn the sub- 
safe at home, still to think of the sacred cause, and of |Sequent history of the hermit, the man whose eloquence 
him and their brethren whom they had left in exile. | had roused the warriors of the West to march to the de- 
The pilgrims, to the number of twenty thousand, had livery of the Holy Land. Peter then, in whose character 
bathed in the Jordan, and plucked their palms in the valour was no leading feature, and whose enthusiasm 
garden of Abraham, at Jericho, and now they took tieir had been cooled by time and suffering, was among those 
former route along the coast, and came to Jibel. As|who returned to Europe. He had performed his vow, 
they lay here encamped, they learned that Boemond, |the tomb of Christ was free, his task was done, The 
aided by a Pisan and a Genoese fleet, was laying siege |Sixteen years which remained of his life, were spent in 
to Laodicea, a town belonging to the Greck emperor. | €Xercises of devotion, in a monastery which he founded 
Count Raymond was highly incensed at this intelli-|@t Huy, near Liege, and his bones repose at that sacred 
gence, and Daimbert, Archbishop of Pisa, who had come | p!@ce- 
as papal legate on board of this fleet, was obliged by the | 
pilgrims to make his countrymen cease to aid Boemond.|  guch, as it has been narrated in the forezoing pages, 
Count Raymond raised his banner on the town, and | was the First Crusade; one of the most extraordinary 
Boemond, with his usual prudence, gave up his design, | events in the history of the world. We have related it 
which he saw was not now to be effected. ; | with some degrce of minuteness, as it is peculiarly illus 

The two Roberts got on shipboard at Laodicea, and | trative of the state of manners and opinion at the time, 
proceeded to Constantinople, where they met @ most |and fully displays the spirit of the age, in which piety 
gracious reception from the emperor. The pilgrims then |the most sincere, and valour the most heroic, were 
continued their homeward journey, and most of them! pended with the grossest superstition, and with the 
reached their abodes in safety. nical’ ruthless farceity. 

We may, in imagination, follow the pilgrims to their | 4 
respective homes, behold them receiving the congratula- | 
tions of their friends, and depositing their branches of | 
holy palm in the church of their parish, and listen to | 
their tales of the toils they had undergone, and the no-| 
velties they had seen. But among them there are two | — 
swe deserve a more particular notice, namely, the two STATE OF THE NEW KINGDOM. 

oberts, whom we have found so often united in glory 
and in danger, who fought in the sacred cause with less) Godfrey now remained, environed with enemies, with 
of selfish views than almost any other of the princes, but three hundred knights and two thousand foot-men, 
except Godfrey, his brother Eustace, and Tancred; and all of the Crusaders that could be induced to continue 
whose zeal and valour, setting aside the short flight of in the East. Among these were the gallant ‘ancred, 
the Duke of Normandy from the famine at Antioch, are and the faithful Werner of Greis. As the capture of 
without reproach, Jerusalem had caused a great sensation at Bagdad, as 
The Count of Flanders reached his home in safety, well as at Cairo, and the small number of the remaining 
and was received with the utmost joy by his faithful Franks must have been weil known, it may cause sur- 
subjects, and with distinguished honour by the king and_ prise that there was not a general effort of the Moslems 
princes of France. During the remainder of his life he | to overturn their infant empire. But the religious ani- 
was an ardent supporter of the claims of the holy see,|mosity between the adherents of the rival khulifs, was 
against his liege lord the emperor, Henry IV. He per-| too strong to permit of any cordial union; they had also 
ithe most exaggerated ideas of the courage, strength, and 
* This battle will be found in the last canto of the | ferocity of the Franks; and the noble qualitics of some 
Jerusalem Delivered ; with a poet’s license Tasso makes | of their leaders, particularly of Godfrey and Tancred, 
the Egyptian army come up while the Crusaders are | had won the admiration and esteem of the Moslem emirs. 
storming the holy city. As we have already observed, | It was not unnatural that the Saracen governors of As- 
he has transferred hither much of what occurred at An- |calon and other towns, should prefer the neighbourhood 


TIME BETWEEN THE FIRST AND THE 
SECOND CRUSADE. 








tioch. lof such noble knights and valiant warriors to that of the 


Robert, in the year 1106, fell into the hands of 
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rude and ferocious Turks; and also that the Turkish 
princes of Aleppo and Damascus would rather see Jeru- 
salem in the bands of the Franks than in those of the 
Egyptians. 

Small as was the number of the 
Godfrey, they soon began to feel the want of provisions. 
The Saracens, who were numerous in the country, pre- 
ferred Jetting their lands lie idle to cultivating them for 
the Franks, whose insolence soon alienated the affec- 
tions of the native Christians also, who began secretly 
to regret their change of masters. The new monarch 
was often obliged to cross the Jordan at the head of his 
knights, and seize the herds of the Arabs. ‘T'ancred, 
who h id reduced the whole of Galilee, vied in noble 
qualities with Godfrey ; but the exploits of both were, 


by the paucity of their forces, confined to the driving of 


cattle, and the pillaging of open towns and villages. 


GERHARD D’AVESNES. 

The Emir of Arsoof had agreed to pay tribute, and 
had given hostages; Godfrey had also placed in_ his 
hands a knight named Gerhard d’Avesnes, as a pledge 
of his good faith. The Saracen hostages, however, con- 
trived to make their escape, and the tribute was then re- 
fused ; Godfrey, therefore, in the winter of the year 1099, 
laid siege to the town with three thousand men. The 
besieged, when they saw the Christians preparing to at- 
tack them, took Gerhard d’Avesnes, and binding him on 
a beam of timber, set him in the place against which the 
machines were chiefly directed. The knight, in terror, 
loudly ealled to his brethren to spare him, but Godfrey 
cally replied, “ Gerhard, if thou wert my own brother, 
I could not take pity on thee: I cannot keep the people 
back from the vengeance, which they have vowed against 
this town. It is better that thou shouldest die the death 
of a martyr, and gain eternal life, than that the hostile 
inhabitants should long continue to cause the destruction 
of numerous pilgrims.” 

The knight submitted with pious resignation to his 
fate, only praying of Godfrey to give his horse and arms 
to the brethren of the Holy Sepulchre, to obtain their 
The engines now 
played, the darts flew, and ten of them pierced the body 
The defence of the besieged was obsti- 


prayers for the good of his soul. 


of Gerhard, 
nate; they set fire to a wooden tower, in which were 
thirty knights, who all perished; and Godfrey found it 
necessary wo raise the siege and return to Jerusalem, 
where Arnulf directed the people to perform penance 
and other acts of devotion, to clear themselves from the 
cuilt of the death of Gerhard d’Avyesnes. 

The following spring, however, the people of Arsoof, 
weary of the continual annoyance which the Christians 
gave them, agreed to pay tribute as before. One day 
Godfrey and his people, to their joy no less than their 
infinite surprise, beheld entering the town, mounted on 
a stately horse, and richly attired, that very Gerhard, 
who had, as they thought, perished by their darts at Ar- 
But his wounds had not proved mortal; and the 
emir had them cured, and now sent him as one of the 
most acceptable gilts he could offer to his liege at Jeru- 
salem. Godfrey bestowed many rich gifts on Gerhard, 
to reward his magnanimity anJ courage. 


soof, 


PILGRIMAGE OF BALDWIN AND BOEMOND. 


At Christmas Baldwin and Boemond came to Jerusa- 
vows at the tomb of the Redcemer. 
They were accompanied by the Archbishop of Pisa 
and twenty-six thousand pilgrims, horse and foot, the 
greater part of whom were lately arrived from Italy. The 
two princes had met at Paneas, and thence proceeded 
to the holy city. As it was the depth of winter, the 
sufferings of the pilgrims were dreadful. The cold was 
intense, the rain poured in torrents, no provisions were 


lem, to pay their 


to be had, the sugar-cane alone, which grew wild about 
agreeable bat a scanty 
Several expired by cold and hunger, and 
the Arabs fell on and slew such of them as lingered 
behind the main body. At Tiberias, where T'ancred 
had fixed his residence, they found food and repose, and 
Godfrey and all his people hastened to weleome them as 
they approached the holy city. 

Having visited the holy places and paid their vows, 
the princes prepared to return home, but, first, in conjune- 
tion with Godfrey, they proceeded to appoint a patriarch, 


the Jordan, afforded them an 
nourishment. 


Latin subjects of 


THE CRUSADERS. 


Their choice fell on the Bishop of Pisa, who, perhaps, 
had gained over Baldwin and Boemond by his presents, 
or who was, it may be, regarded as the fittest person to 
fill the important station, Arnulf being generally disliked 
on account of his immorality. The new patriarch was 
consecrated by the Bishop of Ramla, and Godfrey and 
Boemond took their territories as fiefs from him, swear- 
ing fidelity to God and the patriarch. 

Baldwin and Boemond now departed. The toils and 
dangers of the road were greater than before, but they 
reached Laodicex in safety, and here they parted, each 
ltaking the road to his own dominions. 


DEATH OF GODFREY. 


Though Godfrey, as has been already said, could 
count but two hundred knights and two thousand ser- 
viceable foot-men at Jerusalem, his power was respected 
by all the surrounding Moslems, and he formed treaties 
with the Saracen governors of Ascalon, Acre, and Cesarea, 
and the Turkish princes of Aleppo and Damascus, by 
which some gave tribute, and others engaged to allow a 
free trade with their subjects. The Arab sheikhs also 
brought presents, and sought the friendship of the re- 
doubted prince of the Franks. 

These last could not conceal their amazement when 
they beheld the vanquisher of both Turks and Saracens 
sitting on a sack filled with straw, and on the ground. 
“But why,” said Godfrey, « should not the earth, which 
is the place of rest for all after death, serve the living for 
the same purpose ?”’—« Verily,” cried they when they 
heard this, “this man is born to-conquer the whole world, 
and rule over all people.” 

An Arab sheikh requesting to see a proof of his 
strength, Godfrey, with one blow of his sword, cut off 
the head of a camel. The Arab seeming to attribute this 
to the keenness of the weapon, and not to the strength 
of the man, Godfrey took the Arab’s own sword, and 
performed the same feat with it. 

The life of this excellent prince was not of long en- 
durance; the climate, and the great exertions which he 
made, gradually undermined his constitution ; and as 
he Went to Jafla to receive the son of the Doge of Ve- 
nice, he was attacked by a four-day fever. He had the 
satisfaction to learn how the whole West rang with his 
fame, but finding the noise and bustle of a sea-port to be 
injurious to him, he had himself conveyed to Jerusalem, 
where, notwithstanding the prayers of the people and 
the skill of the physicians, he breathed his last, on the 
18th of July 1100, after a brief reign of only one year. 
All the Christians mourned for him during five days, and 
their grief was shared by the Moslems, who admired in 
him valour united with piety and the purest sense of 
justice. Godfrey was interred in the church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, and the following epitaph may still be read | 
on his tomb :—* Here lieth the renowned Duke Godfrey 
of Bouillon, who won all this land to Christianity. May 
his soul reign with Christ.’’* 


ELECTION OF A KING. 





The Bouillon party sent off messengers to Baldwin, 
ito urge him to come with all speed. Daimbert also des- 
patched his secretary Marcellus, to Antioch, to Boe- 
mond, but Marcellus, on coming to Laodicea, was de- 
tained there by Count Raymond, who had little friendship 
for the Normans. Even, however, if Marcellus had 
reached Antioch, it would have been to no purpose, as 
Boemond was now a captive in the hands of the ‘Turks. 

A Turk, named Kameshtegin,* surnamed Ibn Danish- 
mend, that is the son of the schoolmaster, such having 
been the occupation of his father, had made himself by 
his ability Prince of Sebaste. Gabriel, the Armenian 
Prince of Melitene, being hard pressed by the Ibn Da- 
nishmend, called on Boemond for aid. The Prince of 
Antioch agreed to give it, but as he was advancing to his 
relief, he was suddenly fallen on with a superior force 
by Kameshtegin, and routed, and made prisoner. Bald- 
win, on hearing of his disaster, hastened from Edessa, 
and secured both Melitene and Antioch against the de- 
signs of the Turk; but he could not effect the liberation 
of Boemond, whose captivity, however, at this conjunc- 
ture, we may fairly suppose, could not have been very 
disagreeable to him. 


BALDWIN’S JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM. 

Baldwin, less grieved, as it is said, for the death of his 
brother, than rejoiced at the prospect of extended do- 
minion, did not hesitate to accept the proffered royalty. 
Having summoned from Antioch, where he was in the 
service of Boemond, his nephew Baldwin du Bourg, he 
appointed him his successor in the government of Edessa. 
He then, early in the mouth of October, set forth at the 
head of two hundred knights and eight hundred foot-men, 
and proceeded to Antioch, where he declined the invita- 
tion of the people to take the government on him during 
the captivity of Boemond. From Antioch he sent his 
wife, servants, and baggage by sea to Jaffa, and took 
himself the road along the coast, which Godfrey and 
the pilgrims had traveled. He was hospitably entertained 
by the Emir of Tripolis, from whom he learned that the 
Turkish Princes of Damascus and Emesa were lying in 
wait for him at the narrow pass between Mount Climax 
and the sea, on this side of the Nahar-el-Kelb ( Dog’s 
river). At this pass the mountains run out to the sea, 
and the only passage is by a narrow path, of from four 
to six feet in width, cut out of the face of the mountain, 
and extending for the length of a mile along it. Lofty 
rocks tower above; beneath, the sea beats the base of the 
mountain, and one false step might bring destruction to 
the traveller. . 

A part of Baldwin’s followers now quitted him through 


ifear, but he was himself resolved rather to die than to 


turn back. On coming to the pass, he found some of 
the Turks posted in it, others on the rocks above it, 
while beneath, on the sea, were ships, from on board of 
which the Turks discharged their arrows at his troop. 
To win his way by force he saw was impossible, he 
therefore had recourse to stratagem. At break of day 
he commenced a retreat, and led his men back to the 





On his death-bed Godfrey had expressed his desire 
that his brother Baldwin should be chosen to succeed | 
him; but the patriarch Daimbert, judging that it would 
be more for his own advantage to have the dignity in the 
hands of his patron Boemond, and also offended at the | 
refusal of Werner of Greis to put the tower of David | 
into his possession, according to the agreement made 
with him by the late king, was zealous in the cause of 
Boemond. ‘T'ancred, too, who did not forget the affair at 
Tarsus, and who had latterly been on ill terms with God- 
frey himself, on account of his having promised the in- 
vestiture of Khaifa, a place to be conquered, to Waldemar 
Carpinell and not to himself, was also zealous in the 
cause of his uncle, and hasted to Jerusalem to concert 
matters with Daimbert. On the other hand, Arnulf, 
whose great wealth} gave him influence, and all the 
knights attached to the house of Bouillon, were strenuous 
in the cause of Baldwin. 

.| 


* Hic jacet inclitus dux Godefridus de Bullon, qui 
totam istam terram aquisivit cultui Christiano, cujus| 
anima regnet cum Christo. Amen. 

} Arnulf had inherited the wealth of Odo, Bishop of 
Bayeux, the brother of William the Conqueror, who had | 
died on the Crusade. 





‘ants brought him out provisions for sale. 


| they ealled Kilij Arslan. 


plain ; the Turks, as he had hoped, pursued, the Chris- 
tians turned, the Turks were routed and driven over the 
pass, and Baldwin, collecting his men, urged his way 
along it with all speed, and safely reached the plain at 
the other side. 

He pursued his march by Bairoot. Sidon, Tyre, and 
Acre, and came to Khaifa (Caiphas), where the inhabit- 
As this town 
now belonged to Tancred, Baldwin, for fear of giving 
offence, did not allow any of his people to enter it. T'an- 
cred, who was laying siege to Jaffa, on hearing of the 
arrival of Baldwin, left it, and returned by a circuitous 
route to Khaifa; and as Arnulf had at this time forced 
his rival Daimbert to take refuge on Mount Zion, and 
renounce all interference in public matiers, no opposition 
existed against Baldwin at Jerusalem. When he reached 
that city in the month of November, elergy and people 
bearing crosses and wax tapers, and singing hymns of 
joy and thanksgiving, came forth to meet him, and con- 
ducted him to the church of the holy sepulchre. 





* All names in the subsequent narrative in which there 
occurs a g, are to be regarded as Turkish. 

The historians call Ibn Danishmend, Doliman, per- 
haps to make it accord with Soliman, the name by which 








Baldwin, 
also des- 
to Boe- 
was de- 
‘iendship 
llus had 
rpose, as 
e ‘Turks. 
Danish- 
1 having 
nself by 
rmenian 
Ibn Da- 
rince of 
ig to his 
or force 
 Bald- 
Edessa, 
the de- 
beration 
onjunc- 
en very 


EM. 


h of his 
ded do- 
royalty. 
in the 
urg, he 
Edessa. 
1 at the 
ot-men, 
 Invita- 
during 
ent his 
id took 
ey and 
rtained 
hat the 
ying in 
imax 
‘Dog's 
he sea, 
m four 
intain, 
Lofty 
of the 
tion to 


rough 
ran to 
me of 
ve it, 
ard of 
troop, 
le, he 
f day 
oO the 
Chris- 
er the 
; way 
ain at 


», and 
habit- 
town 
riving 
Tan- 
f the 
\itous 
orced 
, and 
sition 
iched 
eople 
is of 
con- 


there 


per- 
hich 








BALDWIN’S FIRST EXPEDITION. 

It was judged advisable by Baldwin’s most prudent 
friends that he should, on account of the enmity of the 
patriarch, quit the city for a short time, and endeavour to 
perform some action which might raise his character in 
the eyes of the people. Accordingly, on the seventh day 
alter his arrival, towards the end of November, he put 
himself at the head of one hundred and fifty knights 
and five hundred footmen, and appeared before the gates 
of Ascalon. The Ascalonites came forth to battle, and 
he was glad to retire from before them, and turn his 
arms against the plundering Arabs, who lurked in his 
caverns between Ramla and Jerusalem. A fire was 
kindled at the mouth of the robbers’ den, and the smoke 
soon forced two of them to come forth and implore 
mercy. Baldwin treated them kindly, gave them pre- 
sents, and then made one of them go back to try to per- 
suade his companions to surrender. While he was away, 
the Christians cut off the head of him who remained. 
‘The other now came out with ten of his comrades, of 
whom one was sent back into the cave and the rest put 
to death. In this manner the robbers to the number of 
two hundred and thirty, were decoyed out and slain, and 
then, by means of smoke, their wives and children were 
furced to come out and surrender. 

Baldwin and his men now directed his course to He- 
bron. “ We passed,” says Fulcher of Chartres, Bald- 
win’s chaplain—“we passed the mountains which are 
the burial place of the patriarchs, where gloriously repose 
the bodies of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, and Rebecca; 
we then came into the valley, where of old time stood 
the guilty cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, which God 
destroyed in his wrath, and in which now is the lake 
Asphaltides, whose waters are so bitter, that birds and 
other animals cannot drink of them, nor fish live in them, 
whence it is called the Dead Sea. I myself made trial 
of the bitterness of its waters, for I got down from my 
mule to taste them, and found them more bitter than 
hellebore.” Proceeding thence, after a journey of five 
days, during which they suffered so much from hail, rain, 
snow, and ice, that thirty of the foot-men died, they came 
“to a valley abounding in all kinds of fruits, that in 
which Moses, by the Divine aid, caused a spring of pure 
water to gush from the side of a dry rock. ‘This fount 
still runs abundantly, and I, Fulcher, watered my horses 
in it. We then ascended a high mountain, on which is 
huilt a monastery, named St. Aaron, in the spot where 
(iod spoke with Moses and Aaron. The sight of all 
these holy places, which had been hitherto unknown to 
us, filled us with joy.” 

They then came to a town whose inhabitants informed 
them of a still larger and richer town, named Susum, 
which, on coming to it, they found deserted, but full of 
provisions. Here they stayed a few days, and then de- 
parting with their booty, reached on the eighth day the 
valley of the Dead Sea; and they came by Hebron and 
Bethlehem to the holy city, where they arrived three days 
before Christmas. 


CORONATION OF BALDWIN. 


The patriarch now saw that all further opposition to 
Baldwin was useless; but the old question about the 
propriety of wearing a crown of gold in the city where 
the Saviour had been crowned with thorns, was again 
agitated. It was, however, very plausibly argued by 
Baldwin’s friends, that the crown was set on the head of 
Christ by way of insult, and not of honour, but now that 
his doctrine had conquered so gloriously, the divine pre- 
cept acquired all its original force, according to which 
the king was to be crowned, that he might thereby pledge 
himself to govern according to law and justice. More- 
over, a coronation, it was said, would give the Christians 
consideration in the eyes of the infidels. 

These arguments were found to be of weight, and on 
the Chriytmas day of the year 1100, Baldwin I. was 
crowned by the patriarch, and anointed as of old, not in 
Jerusalem, however, but in Bethlehem, the city of David, 
for thus the dispute had been accommodated. 


CHARACTER OF BALDWIN I. 


Among the Christian princes none, perhaps, was so 
fit to be the successor of Godfrey as his brother Baldwin, 
who equaled him in personal valour, and now was dis- 





his appearance was digniiied and stately ; his nose was 
arched, his beard of a reddish brown, and his upper lip 


projected a little. Being originally destined for the 
church, he had received somewhat more of education 
than was usual among laymen, and though his natural 
inclination led him to resign the preferments which he 
held, and take to war and temporal occupations, he re- 
tained a gravity of demeanour and language, which gave 
him the appearance of a prelate rather than of a prince. 
The great defect of his character was his want of fidelity 
to his consorts ; but he was never guilty of offering vio- 
lence to any female, and he concealed his weakness as 
much as possible. His first wife, who was an English 
woman, named Godehild, having died on the way, at 
Marasia, he espoused the daughter of an Arminian 
prince, named 'Tafrok, the lord of some castles on Mount 
Taurus. Baldwin finally adopted, with great facility, 
the manners and customs of the East. 


MIRACLE OF THE LIGHTING OF THE LAMPS. 


Fortunately for the peace of the country, Tancred, 
who sti!l refused to yield obedience to Baldwin, was in- 
vited to take on him the government of Antioch during 
the captivity of his uncle. He gladly complied with the 
call and surrendered Tiberias and Khaifa to Baldwin, on 
condition of his being reinvested with them should he 
return from Antioch within a year and three months. 
The departure of 'T'ancred was lamented by perhaps all 
but the king. 

A Genoese fleet, having on board pilgrims and a 
papal legate, happened to arrive at this time at Laodicea. 
At the invitation of the king, they sailed to Jaffa, in 
order to come and partake of the Easter solemnities at 
Jerusalem. The festival, however, commenced with griet 
and mourning, instead of the usual joy and jubilee. The 
cause was as follows: 

On the eve of Easter, the pilgrims of all nations were 
according to custom assembled in the church of the holy 
sepulchre, in expectation of the usual miracle of the 
lighting of the lamps by fire from heaven. From the 
third hour, the Greek and Latin clergy alternately per- 
formed the high-mass, and at the ninth hour, when a 
Greek priest had thrice cried « Kyrie Eleison,” and all) 
the people had responded, the patriarch drew forth the 
keys, and opened the holy sepulchre, but the lamp within 
emitted no flame. In vain were prayers and supplica- 
tions made to Heaven; the darkness still remained.! 
Some went to the Mount of Olives, where it sometimes | 
happened that the miracle occurred instead of at the se-| 
pulchre, but no light was there. The people retired, | 
some filled with grief, others consoling themselves with | 
the reflection that the miracle which had been necessary | 
to sustain the hopes of the people, while the holy city | 
was subject to the infidels, was now withdrawn as being | 
no longer needed. 

During the night, the church remained in total dark-| 
ness; the morning came, and still there was no appear- | 
ance of the miracle. The patriarch, to console the people, | 
assured them that if the miracle had ceased it was for} 
wise reasons, but advised a procession as the means of} 
obtaining its renewal. ‘Then patriarch and clergy, king | 
and people of the Latin church, compassed, with ered 
feet, and praying aloud, the temple of the lord, while the | 
Greeks and Syrians tore their hair and gashed their} 
cheeks as they went round and round the holy sepulchre. | 
As the Latins were returning, they all of a sudden beheld 
the windows of the church emitting a ruddy light. The} 
patriarch opened the sepulchre, saw the miracle, and fell 
on his knees in prayer; then kindling a light at the holy 
lamp, he returned with it into the church, and the people, 
in a tumult of joy, pressed forwards to light, according | 
to custom, their tapers at the sacred flame. As the king 
and his nobles sat at meat in his dwelling near the tem- 
ple, one brought word that two of the lamps of that 
sacred fane had also been lighted from heaven. Some 
ran thither to view the wonder, and were witnesses to 
the lamps all becoming lighted in succession. The joy 
of the people now knew no bounds, for a superabundant 
portion of the Divine favour seemed thas to have been 
awarded to the faithful.* 


} 
| 
| 





* This miracle, if it is to be called such, is, we believe, 





posed to make his life his model. In person Baldwin 





performed at the present day, According, however, to 
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DEFEAT OF THE EGYPTIANS. 

Baldwin having agreed with the Genoese and Pisans 
to give them a third of the booty and a fourth of each 
town he should conquer by their aid, attacked Arsoof, the 
truce with that place being now expired. ‘The people 
surrendered, on condition of safe conduct to Ascalon ; 
those of Cesarea refusing all conditions, the town was 
taken by storm, and a massacre, similar to that at Jeru- 
| salem, took place; for as the patriarch proved to the Sa- 
| racens, in reply to their charges of cruelty and violence, 
ithey held unrighteously the property of St. Peter. 

His Italian allies now sailed home, and King Bald- 
| win found himself reduced to a state of great feebleness. 
{An Egyptian army of eleven thousand horse and 
| twenty thousand foot, was at this time entered into his 
realm, and with every effort, and after knighting all the 
esquires, he could muster no more than two hundred 
and sixty knights and nine hundred foot-men. Undis- 
mayed, the king led his little army to the encounter of 
such fearful odds. The true cross, which was in some 
sort to the Crusaders what the ark of the covenant had 
been to Israel of old, was borne before them by the pious 
abbot Gerhard, and loud and joyful was the cry of « God 
help !” which rose when they came in view of the foe. 

Baldwin made six divisions of his little army, the 
station of the holy cross was with the fourth. The first 
| divisions were cut to pieces, and the survivors fled to 
| Jaffa, declaring that all was lost, and the king was dead. 

Baldwin was nearly in despair, when Gerhard, assuring 
| him that this was a judgment on him for his unholy strife 
| with the patriarch, he fell on his knees before the cross, 
}and vowed a reconciliation. Then Gerhard gave him 

absolution and the sacrament, and filled with renewed 
courage, the king sprang to horse, and waving his lance 
with its white pennon, and followed by all his knights 
but six, who remained with the holy cross, he charged 
| the infidels. At every stroke of sword, or lance, a Sara- 
cen fell, the purple surcoat of the king was soon dripping 
with the blood of the slain, and those who had lately 
been confident of victory now fled in confusion to Asca- 
lon, leaving five thousand of their number dead on the 








plain. After this victory, which was gained on the 8th. 


of September 1100, military operations were suspended 
till the ensuing spring. 


NEW ARMIES OF PILGRIMS. 


The tales of victory brought home by the pilgrims 
excited the most extravagant expectations in the minds 


| of their auditors, and nothing was deemed capable of 


resisting European valour. ‘The pope called upon all 
who had taken the cross to perform their vow, the empe- 
ror Henry [V. had the Crusade preached, in order to gain 
favour with the clergy and laity. Many princes now 
resolved to visit in person the new empire founded in the 
East. 

Three great armies assembled, the first in Italy under 
the Archbishop of Milan, and the two counts of Bland- 
rate: the second in France under Hugh the Great, and 
Stephen of Blois, whom shame and remorse urged to 
perform their vow, William duke of Poitou and Guienne, 
who mortgaged his territory to William Rufus of Eng- 
land to procure tunds, the Count of Nevers, the Duke of 
Burgundy, the Bishops of Laon and Soissons; the third 
in Germany, under the Bishop of Saltzburg, the aged 
Duke Welf of Bavaria, Conrad the master of the horse 
to the emperor, and many other knights and nobles. Ida, 
also, the margravine of Austria, declared her resolution 
to share the toils and dangers of the way, and pay her 
vows at the tomb of Christ. Vast numbers of women 
of all ranks accompanied all these armies; nay, in that 
of the Duke of Guienne, who was inferior to none in 
valour, but united to it the qualities of a troubadour 
and glee-man, there appeared whole troops of young 
women. 





the Syrian historian, Aboo-’l-Faraj, an enemy of the 
Christians once told the Khalif Hakem, that it was all a 
trick ; that the iron wire by which the lamp hung was 
rubbed with balsam-oil, so that even though the Moslem 
governor of the city should seal the door of the holy se- 
pulchre, the upper end of the wire could be kindled out 
on the roof, and the flame thus be communicated to the 
lamp. The same explanation we apprehend will hold 
good at present. 





















































































































































































192 THE CRUSADERS. 














‘The Italian pilgrims were the first to arrive at 
stontin yple. : 
their way through Carinthia, Hungary, and Bulgarja.| with gold and precious stones of inestimable value: nay, 
Though the excesses committed by them were great, the; the French and Italians, in their unmanly terror, de- 
emperor gave them a kind reception, and the most pru-|serted the numerous females who had accompanied their 
dent and friendly advice re-pecting their future progress. | pilgrimage, and wealth and every thing was abandoned 
While they abode at Constantinople, Conrad, and the) by these recreant knights. 
Count of Blois, and the Duke of Bugundy, arrived, and} The Turks, who were preparing to retire to a greater 
at Whitsuntide they all passed over, and encamped at| distance, learned with amazement from their scouts the 
Nicomedia. |flight of the Christians. Forthwith the trumpets and 

it was the advice of the emperor, of Raymond of Tou-| clarions sounded in their camp, and at break of day they 
louse, who was now at the imperial court, of Stephen of, appeared before the tents of the Crusaders. None were 
Blois, and all the men of prudence, that the pilgrims there to oppose; they burst in, and found only women, 
should take the road trodden by their predecessors, But) children, and feeble persons, among whom were more 
the Archbishop of Milan, who had with him the arm of; than a thousand ladies of France and Italy, the wives 
St. Ambrose, assuring the pilgrims that it was necessary} and daughters of knights and nobles. The aged and 
to crush the head of the serpent, they resolved to direct) the ugly were slaughtered without mercy ; the young 
their march to Bagdad, and thence to advance to the} and handsome were reserved to be led away captives, 
conguest of Kborassan! Finding all remonstrance vain, | says the historian, to Khorassan, “ which is so surrounded 
the French, sooner than seem to be outdone in zeal by by mountains and marshes, that once one is there, it is 
the Lombards, agreed to accompany them, ‘T’he empe-| as hard to get out of it without the leave of the Turks, 
ror gave them five hundred Turcopoles, commanded by | as for a flock of sheep to get out of their fold.” The 
Tzitas, 10 serve them for guides. whole camp was filled with the cries and lamentations 

After a march of three weeks the pilgrims reached the} of these unhappy females, who were horror-stricken at 
eity of Angora (Ancyra), which they took, and put the | the wild and furious aspect of their captors, who, con- 
garrison to the sword. Here becoming aware of their| trary to the European mode, “ had their heads shaven all 
total ignorance of the country, the people, their language, | round, four long tresses alone falling in disorder on their 
and their manners, they sent to request the emperor to} necks; their beards thick and in disorder, and their gar- 
prevail on the Count of Toulouse to come with the holy| ments making them like to unclean infernal spirits.” 
Jance, and be their leader. Raymond, though very un-|'The Turks now pursued the fugitives, with whom they 
willingly, undertook the charge, and they crossed the} speedily came up, and “they mowed them down with 

the sword as the mower with his scythe mows down the 


river Halys, and came to a town, which they burned, | 
and slaughtered the inhabitants, although they were) ripened corn.” The young alone were spared, and led 
For miles the country was strewn with 


Christians, and had come forth, headed by their clergy,| away captive. 
to meet and welcome them. They now turned north- | gold and silver, silken garments, and robes furred with 
wards, directing their course towards Amasia, and the] ermine and sable, which the fugitives had cast away in 
Euxine sea, their haste. After undergoing great sufferings, the prin- 
The famine, and other miseries, the usual attendants} cipal leaders reached Constantinople, where the emperor 
of a pilgrim army, were experienced in their most ap-| gave them the kindest reception. They remained there 
palling forms; and to add to their calamities, the Turks, | during the autumn and winter, and the Bishop of Milan, 
who had laid waste the whole country round, now began the chief cause of their calamities, died in that city. 
to show their clouds of light cavalry. Ibn Danishmend,} The Count of Nevers, who arrived with fifteen thou- 
Kili) Arslan, and the other princes, had united their| sand pilgrims, shortly after the departure of the Lom- 
forces for the destruction of the common enemy, and their| bards, having vainly essayed to overtake them, turned to 
Nothing but a victory could| the south, and laid siege to Iconium. Failing in his 
attempt, he took the road to Melitene, and marched for 
resolved to give battle to the foe. atown nained Reclei, on the river Halys. 
The following morning, soon as the first beams of) pilgrims found themselves environed by the Turks, in a 
light had streaked the horizon, the Archbishop of Milan} valley where the springs had been all destroyed. During 
went through the camp, announcing to the people that) three days they bere all the torments of thirst, of which 
on that day would be a decisive battle ; he exhorted them | more than three hundred of them died; on the fourth, 
to confess their sins, and promised the forgiveness of] the Turks poured down like a torrent from the hills, and 
them to all who should do so in obedience to his words.! slaughtered them like game enclosed within the toils. 


When they were marching out to battle, he siood and| Not more than seven hundred escaped; many noble 


attacks became incessant. 
save the pilgrims from death by famine ; it was therefore 


blessed them with the arm of St. Ambrose and the holy ladies and 
lance. ‘The princes marshaled their troops; the post of} the victors. The Count of Nevers escaped to Germani- 
honour was claimed and obtained by the Lombard chi-| copolis, where he hired twelve Turcopoles to escort him 
valry. The fight began, the Turks combated in their) to Antioch, in order that he might go and perform his 
usual Parthian manner, and confused the Lombards, who} vows. ‘These men conducted him and his companions 
were unaccustomed to that mode of warfare. Wearied into a desert, retired region, where they stripped them of 
with their eflorts, they turned and retreated to the camp, | all they had, and left them naked and defenceless. They, 
however, made their way to Antioch, where 'Tancred 
displayed towards them the true spirit of chivalry, treat- 
ing them in the kindest manner, and entertaining them 
till the following spring. 

A similar fate befel the third and largest army, com- 
posed of the pilgrims, led by the Dukes of Bavaria and 
Guienne and Hugh the Great. They also took the road 
}to Ieonium, and then directed their march to Reclei, to 
quench their thirst in the Halys. On reaehing that 
river, they found its opposite bank occupied by the Turks, 
and as man or beast approached to drink, the arrows 
flew, and were tinged with blood. A sudden panic 
seized the pilgrims ; they turned and fled in confusion ; 
the Turks pursued, and they were slaughtered as their 
brethren had been. Not more than one thousand are 
said to have escaped, of an army which had courtted one 
hundred thousand fighting men. The Margravine of 
Austria was never heard of more ; the Bishop of Saltz- 
burg was put to death by the Turks; the Bishop of 
Auvergne escaped to the mountains; Hugh the Great, 
who was wounded by an arrow in the knee, made his way 
to Tarsus, where he died, being destined never to behold 
the Holy Land; the Duke of Bavaria reached the sea- 
coast, and thence proceeded to Antioch; the Duke of 


the Count of Blandrate, with the banner of the army, 
leading the way. Conrad and his Germans then ad- 
vanced and fought till noon, when they also retired; the 
Burgundians succeeded, and their place was taken by 
the Count of Blois, and his French, who maintained the 
conflict till the evening. Meantime, in another part of 
the field Count Raymond, and his Provencals and 'Tar- 
copoles were hard pressed by the enemy; the former 
were all cut to pieces, and the latter, when they had 
exhausted their arrows, turned and fled to the camp. 
Raymond was now left with but ten knights, and he 
ascended a steep rock resolved to sell his life dearly. 
Stephen of Blois, and Conrad, when they missed him, 
in the evening, set out with two hundred helmets in 
search of him, and found him still engaged with the 
Turks, thirty of whom had been slain. ‘They brought 
him in safety to the camp. 

During the night, Count Raymond, who saw, as he 
thought, destruction awaiting the Christian army, retired 
with his Turcopoles to a fortress belonging to the Greeks. 
The other leaders, when they discovered his flight, were 
filled with terror, and with one accord resolved to fly to 
Sinope without delay. They all departed that very 
night, and in such haste and confusion, that the Bishop 








Con-|of Milan left behind him the arm of St. Ambrose, and | 
They set out early in the spring, and took|the vestments of that holy man, which were adorned | single esquire, fled to Longinias, in Cilicia. This light- 


Poitou flung away arms and armour, and, attended by a 


hearted prince, after his return to Europe, made his 
sufferings the theme of many a lively lay, which he sang 
to the knights and dames who repaired to the festivities 
of his ducal mansion. 

Such was the fruitless termination of this second great 
movement of the West, in which, perhaps, a third of a 
million of pilgrims left their homes never to revisit 
them. 


INVASION OF THE HOLY LAND. 


In the spring, all the pilgrims who were assembled at 
Antioch prepared to set out for the holy city. They 





Suddenly the | 


much valuable property became the prey of 


departed under the guidance of Count Raymond, who 
|had lately arrived. On their way they took Tortosa, 
| where, to their great disappointment, the count deter- 
jmined to stay. They then prudently sent to request 
'that the king would occupy the dangerous pass at the 
| Nahar-el-Kelb, and when they came to that place, they 
found King Baldwin himself and a good body of knights, 
who had been several days waiting for them. They 
stayed at Jaffa till Palm Sunday, as they wished to enter 
the holy city on the same day that their Saviour had 
made his triumphant entry into it. On Easter-day each 
pilgrim paid his vows, and returned his thanks to Heaven 
for the mercies which had been vouchsafed him. 

Stephen of Burgundy, Conrad, and several of the 
principal pilgrims, resolved to stay some time, and aid 
Baldwin in the defence of the Holy Land. Stephen of 
Blois and some others embarked at Jaffa to return home, 
but they were driven back by a tempest. 

At Whitsuntide word was sent by the Bishop of 
Ramla, that a Saracen army had passed the frontiers, 
and was wasting the country. Baldwin, deeming that 
the terror of the prelate had magnified a party of plun- 
derers into an army, mounted his favourite steed, named 
Gazelle for his fleetness, and set out with a few knights 
to chastise the freebooters. Stephen of Blois and some 
of the other Frank nobles and knights, mounted such 
horses as they could get at Jaffa, and followed. When 
Baldwin came in sight of the Saracens, who were twenty 
thousand strong, and saw the fearful odds that were 
against him, his courage fell at once, and after a brief 
conflict, in which he lost fifty of his knights, he was 
obliged to take refuge with the remainder in Ramla. 
During the night an Arab emir came before the walls, 
jand earnestly desired to speak with the king. Having 
| satisfied Baldwin that he might confide in him, he pressed 
him to quit the town, which would certainly be assailed 
with an overwhelming force in the morning, and the 
king, in an unknightly manner, leaving his brave com- 
panions to their fate,* fled to the mountains, under the 
guidance of the Arab. 

This act of the Arab was a return of gratitude, for 
the generous conduct of the king a short time before. In 
an expedition beyond the Jordan, Baldwin had made 
several prisoners, among whom was the wife of this emir. 
As they were proceeding towards the Jordan, the emir’s 
wife was seized with the pains of labour. The king im- 
mediately halted, had her laid in the most convenient 
place that could be found, and left with her such of her 
female slaves as she desired, with a supply of food for 
several days, two skins of water, and two she camels to 
give her milk, and he cast his own mantle over her to 
protect her from the weather. The emir, who was coming 
with a strong party in the hopes of overtaking the Chris- 
tians and recovering his wife, was filled with joy when 
he found her; he praised aloud the nobleness of the 
Franks, and prayed that ere long he might find an bc- 
casion of testifying his gratitude. As we have seen, this 
act of King Baldwin, almost the only one which the 
Crusades present resembling those of what we term 
chivalry, met its due reward. 

In the morning Ramla was assailed, the walls were 
speedily broken down, and the tower to which the knights 
had retired was invested. The Saracens had effected a 
breach in it, and were preparing to apply fire to smother 
those within, when the knights, invoking the Lord Jesus, 
sallied forth sword in hand. Many infidels fell beneath 
their blows, but overpowered by numbers, they at length 








* It is said, however, and perhaps justly, in excuse of 
the king, that it was his intention to collect a force at 





Jerusalem, and come to their relief, 


























